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On the cover: Alabama has had an out- 
standing season and Alabama Head 
Coach Gene Stallings gives much of the 
credit for success to the Tide's cap- 
tains-Prince Wimbley (seated) and (left to 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE right, standing) Derrick Oden, George 


Teague and George Wilson. They are 


among the seniors closing out their Bama 
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The Sugar Bowl: 


For The National Championship 


by Kirk McNair 


Alabama trying to regain 
glory past by unseating 

the new kid on the block, 
defending champ Miami 


A” money is good money for most of 
s, but old money seems more accept- 
able than new money. And so it is when 
Alabama, the college football equivalent of 
trust funds, meets nouveau riche Miami 
in the Sugar Bowl on January 1. 

The game for the national championship 
pits the winningest team of the 1960s and 
1970s, Alabama, against the team of the 
1980s, Miami, a relative newcomer to na- 
tional championship stature. There could 
be a little more pressure on the 


¢ 


Hurricanes. If Alabama loses, the Crimson 
Tide finishes about where picked, in the 
nation's top ten. If Miami loses, the 
Hurricanes are below where picked, gener- 
ally first or second. 

Bama, which has been winning champi- 
onships since the 1920s, can make a 
claim for 11 national titles, dating back to 
its 1925 team that won the Rose Bowl. 
Miami was on the verge of giving up foot- 
ball until Howard Schnellenberger (now at 
Louisville) revived the program in the early 
1980s. Miami now claims four national ti- 
tles, all won since 1983, four years after 
Alabama won its last one. The Hurricanes 
don’t have to look back very far to their 
last one. Miami is defending national 
champion. 

Actually, the two major have been 
split on deciding the nati champions the 
past two years. The 1990 championships 
went to Colorado (Associated Press poll of 
sportswriters and broadcasters), and 
Georgia Tech (the coaches poll, then con- 
ducted by United Press International). Last 
year the AP named Miami number one, 
while the coaches (voting for USA 
Lid apni © eh Washington. With 
number one Miami meeting number two 
Alabama, there will be a clear-cut national 
champion this season. 

Alabama has proven staying power in 
college football. this season Alabama has 
been celebrating its first 100 years of col- 
lege football participation, the Century of 
Champions. One decade of that century 
that will be highlighted as this year’s Sugar 
Bowl game approaches is the decade of 
the 1970s, when Alabama became the 
onl team in college football history to win 
100 games in a decade. Bama went 103- 
15-1 with three national championships. 
The obvious comparison is that Miami was 
the winningest team of the 1980s with a 
record of 99-19 and three national titles. 
Both teams are early leaders to be the 
team of the 1990s. Miami goes into the 
Sugar Bowl with the nation’s best record 
since 1989, a 33-2 mark. The Tide is fifth 
at 30-6. Miami goes into the game with a 
28-game winning streak, the nation’s 
longest, Alabama with 22 consecutive vic- 
tories, second only to Miami. 

Alabama's streak includes the last regu- 
lar season games of 1991, the Blockbuster 
Bowl victory over Colorado at the end of 
last season, 11 regular season victories this 


While most of the notice has gone to 
Miami’s quarterback, it is worth noting 
that no quarterback in storied Alabama 
history-not Bart Starr, not Joe Namath, 
not Ken Stabler, Super Bowl winners 
all-quarterbacked Alabama to 16 consec- 
utive victories as Jay Barker has done. 
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year, plus the inaugural Southeastern 
Conference Championship Game victory 
over Florida to earn Bama the right to rep- 
resent the SEC in the Sugar Bowl (and win 
the Tide its record 20th SEC Champion- 
ship), Alabama's 12 victories prior to the 
bowl game is the most in school history 
and equals the school record of 12 wins in 
a year, a record set by the 1979 national 
championship team that defeated 
Arkansas in the Sugar Bowl. Two teams 
have won 13 games in a year, the 1984 
Brigham Young and 1971 Nebraska 
teams, both national champions. This year 
Texas A&M and Alabama became only the 
fifth and sixth teams to win 12 regular sea- 
son games. 

bama now has 22 seasons in which 
the Crimson Tide has won 10 or more 
games and is guaranteed of its 25th sea- 
son with either one or zero loss, both 
NCAA records. 

Over the years there is little comparison 
between Alabama and Miami. The Tide 
has an overall record of 681-234-43, 
Miami an overall mark of 402-256-19. 
Although it won’t rank among the major 
jewels if Bama wins this year’s Sugar 

1, a victory would tie the Crimson Tide 
with Texas for third place on the all-time 
list among Division | teams. Texas, which 
is not going to a bowl, currently has 682 
victories. (The leader is Michigan with 
729, followed by Notre Dame at 710.) 

Alabama will be making its national 
record 45th bowl appearance when the 
Tide takes on Miami in the Sugar Bowl. 
The game will kick off at 7:30 p.m. central 
time and be nationally-televised by ABC. 
Bama also has the record for bowl victo- 
ries with 24. (Miami is tied for 21st in 
bowl appearances with 18 and tied for 
20th in victories with 10.) 

This will be Alabama's 12th Sugar Bowl. 
The Tide is 7-4 in previous Sugar Bowl 

ames. Alabama is one of four teams to 

ave won all four of the major bowls, and 
the only team to have won each of the 
majors at least twice. 


Ithough one advantage of playing in a 
1 game is extra practice time for 
players, most of whom will be returnin 
the next season, Alabama Head Coac 
Gene Stallings does not treat the extra 
practice time as a spring training, particu- 
larly when so much is at stake. Following 
Bama's SEC Championship Game victory, 
Tide players faced final examinations, and 
Stallings extended the time away from 
football until December 16. Bama was to 
practice in Tuscaloosa through the morn- 
ing of December 23, take a break, then 
assemble in New Orleans in time for prac- 
tice the afternoon of December 26. Bama 
workouts in New Orleans were scheduled 
both at the Tulane University practice field 
and at the Louisiana Superdome, site of 
the Sugar Bowl game. Regardless of how 
the workout time is used, it is a total of 
some 14 days of practice, plus a game, 


COMING SOON... 


GAAIMIRION SIH 
SEASON 
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Alabama All-America defensive end John Copeland will have his work cut out for him against Miami in the Sugar Bowl on January 1. 


the equivalent of time now allowed for 
spring training. And even though attention 
is rivetted on the Sugar Bowl, Alabama 
will be playing football again next season, 
and this additional time should pay divi- 
dends for returning players and the team. 
Last year Alabama met a Colorado team 
in the Blockbuster Bowl that did use its 
practice time much as spring training as 
the Buffaloes changed from an option of- 
fense to a pass-oriented offense. Don’t 
look for Bama to make many changes. 
Alabama offensive philosophy under 
Stallings is to run the football and pass 
when the Tide wants to, not when the 
Tide has to. Alabama running is primarily 
by the tailbacks, three of them. Senior 
Derrick Lassic didn’t miss appreciable 
playing time because of injuries this year, 
but there were times when his play was 
noticeably affected by the numerous 
bumps and strains he received. Actually, 
Lassic probably brought most of his pain 
on himself because of his slashing, attack- 
style running. The time off should mean a 
100 per cent Derrick Lassic, and Lassic 
egg aud pag or * the SEC) 
wit! yards and a 9.1 yards-per-carry 
average. And the Tide doesn’t hesitate to 
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bring in Chris Anderson (573 yards, 6.1 
average) or Sherman Williams (299 and 
4.5). Fullback Martin Houston has been 
most notable for his blocking, particularly 
late in the season, but he’s a capable in- 
side runner (457 yards, 4.4 average). 

Cecil Hurt of the Tuscaloosa News had 
an interesting observation recently. He 
noted that Tide quarterback Jay Barker 
had passed for 584 yards as a hroskuien 
and 1,614 yards as a sophomore. If 
Barker equals that sophomore total in his 
junior and senior seasons he would have 
5,396 yards. The current Alabama record 
is 4,899 yards (by Scott Hunter). 
Nevertheless, Alabama is not a Passing 
machine. 

Ordinarily, Alabama does not go deep, 
although that trend was bucked against 
Florida as Barker hit Curt Brown on a 30- 
yard touchdown pass and completed a 39- 
yard pass to start the Tide's third -touch- 
down drive of the game. The Tide uses 
four wide receivers about an equal amount 
of time and Barker goes primarily to those 
four. Brown, who had some groan-produc- 
ing drops early in the year, had 20 catches 
for 327 yards, Palmer 24 for 297, Kevin 
Lee 21 for 286 and Prince Wimbley (a na- 
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tive of Miami who caught a touchdown 
pass against the Hurricanes in the 1990 
game) 21 for 248. 

Most passes to the running backs (who 
rank fifth, sixth and seventh in receiving 
yardage) are whoopee passes, glorified 
draw plays. Tight end Steve Busky has just 
eight catches for ‘81 yards and the full- 
backs a total of nine receptions for 91 
yards. 

Alabama's offense is not highly-regard- 
ed, even though the Tide ranked fourth in 
the SEC in total offense and third in scor- 
ing offense. However, most agree the of- 
fense has improved over a year ago. A pri- 
mary reason for that is offensive line im- 
provement. And one reason for that im- 
provement is almost certainly experience. 
All starters in the offensive line-tackles 
Matt Hammond and Roosevelt Patterson, 
guards George Wilson and Jon Stevenson 
and center Tobie Sheils-were starters last 
year. Bama depth in the offensive line is 
not great. William Barger (a starter at right 
guard last year before Stevenson, who al- 
ternated at right tackle with Patterson, 
moved over) and John Clay get a few 
snaps at guard and Joey Harville backs up 
both tackle spots when needed. But 
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Barker and the offensive linemen, includ- 
ing Busky, can be expected to play most 
of the way. 

Just as Alabama's offensive philosophy 
is run-oriented, Alabama defensive philoso- 
phy is concerned first with stopping the 
run. While the 1989 Miami team that de- 
feated Alabama had great success on the 
gout against the Tide, that was ips 4 

cause the Bama defense gave up muc 
of its rushing defense potential to stop the 
passing attack of the Hurricanes. That is 
not likely to be the case on January 1. 

Bama’s defense starts with its All- 
America ends, John Copeland and Eric 
Curry, but it doesn't end there. If the Tide 
is completely healthy for the Sugar Bowl, 
that will mean James Gregory is back at 
nose tackle. Gregory, who replaced the 
exciting Robert Stewart, who graduated, 
doesn’t make as many dramatic plays:as 
Stewart, but he’s solid in the middle. 
Gregory missed the final two games of the 
season with a knee injury, but is expected 
back for the Sugar Bowl. 

Bama’s linebackers make most of the 
tackles, and it may be the best Tide 
linebacker is Lemanski Hall, a converted 
defensive back who plays the left (usually 
weakside) outside linebacker spot. Hall was 
injured against Florida (ankle), but he is 
also expected to be ready to go on 


January 1. The other outside linebacker, 
Antonio London, and the two inside 
linebackers, Derrick Oden and Michael 
Rogers, are all all-star types, too. 
bama has a well-coached secondary, 
which will be critical against Miami. For 
the second consecutive year Tiders George 
Teague and Antonio Langham have led 
the SEC in pass interceptions. Both had 
six in 1992. Safeties Sam Shade and Chris 
Donnelly are solid performers, and Bama 
will frequently bring a fifth defensive back, 
Tommy Johnson. 
Pass defense begins with pass rush, and 
Alabama turned in 47 pass sacks this ye : 
led by Copeland and Curry with 10’ 


each, 

In addition to rushing and stopping the 
rush, Stallings’ third area of emphasis is 
turnovers. Alabama was fourth in the na- 
tion in turnover ratio this year as Bama 
turned in 22 interceptions and 16 fumble 
recoveries, gave up 10 interceptions and 
lost 10 fumbles. 

In close games the kicking game is fre- 
quently the difference. Alabama has a 
good placekicker in Michael Proctor, who 
set an Alabama record this year for points 
by a freshman (94 on 19 field goals and 
37 extra point kicks with longs of 47 on 
field goals and 45 on extra point). A weak- 
ness is he doesn't often kick off into the 


end zone. Punter Bryne Diehl had a horri- 
ble fourth quarter against Florida, but an 
otherwise solid year. Bama has potential to 
be excellent in all areas of the kickin 
game, but has been only so-so on kicko' 
and punt coverage (actually below so-so on 
kickoff een and returns. Bama does 
have kick-blocking ability. 


he Hurricanes are considered by 

many-including themselves-to be the 
Goliath of college football. There’s no evi- 
dence that David slew any giants before 
dispatching of Goliath, but Alabama has 
been in the arena before. Nevertheless, 
this Crimson Tide has about as big a chal- 
lenge as any a Bama ever faced. Miami 
boasts a number of weapons, not the least 
of which is the Heisman Trophy winner, 
quarterback Gino Torretta. 

Alabama does have some history in its 
corner. For one thing, Alabama has a 13-3 
record in head-to-head meetings with 
Miami. For another, this will be the third 
time the nation’s number one team met 
the nation’s number two team in the Sugar 
Bowl, and both times previously the num- 
ber two team won. (Alabama was the first 
of those, rising from number two to the 
1978 national championship with a 14-7 
victory over number one Penn State.) 
Also, the last time two undefeated teams 
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Gino Torretta is not only the nation's finest quarterback, he is, by virtue of Heisman 
Trophy voting, the finest college football player in the nation. He will take the Miami 
Hurricanes against Alabama in the Sugar Bowl. 


met in a bowl game was the 1987 Fiesta 
Bowl, when Penn State (11-0) defeated 
Miami (11-0). Alas, on the other side, the 
last time Alabama faced Miami was in the 
1990 Sugar Bowl and the Hurricanes won 
the national championship with a 33-25 
victory over the Crimson Tide. 

It's also worth noting that Alabama has 
played in the Superdome this year, the 
Tide playing one of its best games (albeit 
against a woefully weak Tulane team) and 
winning 37-0. Miami’s one dome game in 
1992 was a close call, a 16-10 win over 
oc in which Syracuse reached the 

iami three-yard line on the final play of 
the game. Noise is frequently a factor in 
football games, ey those played in 
indoor arenas. The majority of fans in the 
Superdome on January 1 are expected to 
be cheering for Bama. 

Finally, the last time Alabama played 
against a quarterback who had just won 


University of Miami Photo by Rhona Wise 


the Heisman Trophy it was Auburn’s Pat 

ivan. Mal Moore was Bama'’s offensive 
coordinator (as he is today) and Bill Oliver 
was in charge of the Crimson Tide sec- 
ondary (as he is today) and Alabama took 
a 31-7 victory. 

Still, it comes down to players making 
plays, and Miami has capable, well-coached 
players. While some have criticized Torretta 
as a weak choice for the Heisman Trophy, 
he has plenty of hardware for his 1992 
performance. And he has the numbers to 
back them up. Miami threw the football 
457 times in 1992 and Torretta threw it 
402 of those times. He completed 228 
(56.7%) for 3,060 yards and 19 touch- 
downs. Of his 402 passes, only seven were 
intercepted. Lest one think he’s easy to 
trap, he had 34 rushes (mostly scrambles 
and sacks, a few quarterback sneaks) on 
which he gained 95 yards, lost 119, a sur- 
prising net of only 24 yards lost. 


Miami makes no bones about being a 
pass-oriented offense. Torretta usually 
either one or no back behind him. He had 
four receivers-two wide receivers, a tight 
end, and a so-called tailback-with 40 or 
more receptions each. The wide receivers 
had 47 catches each, Horace Copeland 
for 769 yards, Lamar Thomas for 701 
yards. Tight end Coleman Bell had 43 for 
634 yards and “tailback” Kevin Williams 
40 for 457. Williams (who is listed as a 
backup flanker as well as starting tailback) 
is hardly a traditional tailback with a sea- 
son of four rushes for 25 yards. Two other 
tailbacks had a total of one rush for 19 
yards, while making a total of 37 catches 
for 474 i 

Fullbacks Donnell Bennett (the 
Hurricane’s leading rusher with 97 carries 
for 421 yards), Larry Jones, Danyell 
Ferguson and Stephen McGuire accounted 
for 1,259 of Miami's 1,325 yards rushing. 

The Miami offense has gotten most of 
the publicity over the years,. but it can be 
said that the defense is at least as impres- 
sive as the offense. The Hurricanes gave 
up only four rushing touchdowns, only 10 
passing touchdowns and intercepted 10 
Passes. 

Miami relies on strength and 
uickness in its four-man front defense. 

best of that front, Rusty Medearis, a 
6-3, 245-pound junior, was lost for the 
year early in the season. He is not listed 
on Miami's pre-Sugar Bowl roster. But 
there are plenty of good ones up front, led 
by Mark Caesar. 

The linebackers rank among the finest 
corps in the nation with Michael Barrow, 
Jessie Armstead and Darrin Smith closing 
out their careers. (A top backup linebacker 
is Rohan Marley, the son of the world’s 
most famous reggae musician, the late 
Bob Marley). 

The Miami secondary is capable of 
putting up quick points. Against San Diego 
State the Rustesoes returned two inter- 
ceptions for touchdowns in a span of 63 
seconds. Junior cornerback Dexter Seigler 
had two interceptions for touchdowns this 
year. The other cornerback, Ryan McNeil, 
is an All-America, although he had just two 
interceptions this season. 

Miami's kicking situation seems similar 
to Alabama's. Their field goal kicker, as 
Alabama's, is from the outskirts of 
Birmingham (Hewitt-Trussville), but he's 
nothing like Bama's Proctor except that he 
often kicks off short. He has been incon- 
sistent from virtually every distance, 
though he does have a 44-yarder to his 
credit. The Hurricanes have been solid, 
not spectacular, on both punt and kickoff 
coverage and returns. Their punter is not 
overworked considering Miami’s offense, 
and he is more than adequate. 

Miami is playing for what the Hurricanes 
consider to be “immortality,” that being 
three national championships in four years 
and the first back-to-back AP champi- 
onships since Alabama’s 1978-79 teams. 
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by Bert Sims 


TT. meddling Internal Revenue Service is attempting to make 
January 1 just as dreaded a day as it has made April 15, as if 
I did not have enough to worry about this Bow! Season. 

Being a graduate student at Texas A&M University, but still 
aren following my Alma Mater—-The University of Alabama-, 
I should be s ing all my energy wondering which of the two 
schools will claim this year’s national championship. Instead, I’m 
paving to devote part of my time pondering why the IRS has at- 

the bowl games | have grown to love over the years. 

In the past 12 months, the IRS has handed down unfavorable 
rulings to both the Mobil Cotton Bowl and the John Hancock 
Bowl. The rulings state that both bowls must pay a 34 per cent 
tax on sponsorship fees received from Mobile Oil Company and 
John Hancock Mutual Life. The IRS claims that the companies 
are receiving too much name recognition (free advertising) by 
sponsoring the bowls, However, by assessing the tax, the govern- 
ment is not considering the negative impact on the respective 
schools. This tax translates into a substantial loss of money for 
the participating schools and conferences. This likely will lead to 
higher ticket prices during the season and bowl games. Some 
bowls might even fade out. 

The effect on the schools is what should concern the fans. The 
athletics programs will have to come up with the lost revenue 
elsewhere if they want to keep their programs on top. It is likely 
that supportive alumni and fans will be the ones who pay the 


A fascinating look into more 
than 50 years of University of 

abama football history, begin- 
ning with the Brown brothers 
(Johnny Mack, Tolbert, Billy 
and Fred) and concluding in 
the 90s with the Wilson family 
(Butch and son George). Over 
200 photographs. Published by 
Centennial Marketing. 


net proceeds benefit 
University of Alabama 
General Scholarship Fund. 


Available in bookstores 
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IRS Takes A Bite Out Of Bowl Pie 


Alabama Caps Fitted Size 
Alabama Caps Adjustable 


We accept check or money order 
and will gladly ship C.O.D. 


price. So this tax will trickle down and cost the individual, namely 
you and me. 

I think it worthy to note that the IRS has relied on a study done 
by the Harvard Business Review. Pardon me, but I need some- 
body at Harvard (a school whose last and only bowl appearance 
was the 1919 Rose Bowl) telling me about football like MIT, 
needs me to tell them about quantum physics. 


Congressional Committee Reports to the Tax Reform Act of 
1969 states clearly why bowls should be exempt from the tax. It 
says, the tax “does not apply in cases where income is derived 
from an annual athletic exhibition.” Now, if we can only get a 
study done by the Alabama and Texas A&M Business Review 
publications to show the IRS that a bowl game is an annual ath- 
letic exhibition, this whole issue might be solved. 

With tax evasion and fraud costing Americans millions of dol- 
lars each year, the IRS has gone and conducted a witch hunt on 


come January 1: The National Championship. 
Gig ’em Aggies! and Roll Tide! 


Bert Sims earned his bachelor’s degree at Alabama and his 
master’s degree at Texas A&M and will join the accounting 
firm of Way, Ray, Shelton & Co., PC. in Tuscaloosa in 
January. Robert Bruce, also a graduate student at A&M, con- 
tributed to the research for this article. 
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Quantity @ $15.00= 
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Tide Offense 

SE- 37 Kevin Lee 
85 Curt Brown 

RT- 77 Roosevelt Patterson 
60 Joey Harville 

RG-— 69 Jon Stevenson 
62 William Barger 


C- 61 Tobie Sheils 
67 Dennis Deason 
LG-— 68 George Wilson 


59 John Clay 
RT- 63 Matt Hammond 
60 Joey Harville 
TE- 83 Steve Busky 
5 Tony Johnson 
QB- 7 day Barker 
14 Brian Burgdorf 
FL- 32 Prince Wimbley 
2 David Palmer 
FB— 35 Martin Houston 
45 Tarrant Lynch 


TB- 25 Derrick Lassic 
33 Chris Anderson 


SPECIALISTS: PUNTER-12 Bryne Diehl; PLACEKICKER-3 


Tide Defense 
LLB- 55 Antonio London 
99 Victor Lockett 
LE- 94 John Copeland 
73 Jeremy Nunley 
NT- 98 James Gregory 
76 Elverett Brown 
RE- 80 Eric Curry 
91 Damiean Jeffries 
RLB- 11 Lemanski Hall 
17 Will Brown 
SLB- 56 Derrick Oden 
53 Jeff Torrence 
WLB- 52 Michael Rogers 
58 Mario Morris 
LCB- 43 Antonio Langham 
22 Willie Gaston 
RCB- 13 George Teague 
0 Tommy Johnson 
SS- 31 Sam Shade 
13 George Teague 
S- 21 Chris Donnelly 
13 George Teague 


Michael Proctor; SNAPPER-87 Matthew Pine (punts), 75 Johnnt 


Howard (placement); HOLDER-16 Jeff Wall; PUNT 
David Palmer, 33 Chris Anderson; KICKOFF RETURNS-2 David 


RETURNS-— 


Palmer, 33 Chris Anderson, 20 Sherman Williams 


Alabama Facts 
Offense: Multiple (Basic !) 


verage Size 
Offensive Line: 6-3 “2, 269 
Backs, Receivers: 6-0, 198 
Offensive Classes 
5 Seniors, 4 Juniors, 2 Sophs 
Defense: Odd-man front 
Average Size 
Linemen: 6-5, 275 
Linebackers: 6-1, 226 
Secondary: 6-1, 185 
Defensive Classes 
5 Seniors, 4 Juniors, 2 Sophs 


Hurricanes Offense 
SE- 88 Horace Copeland 
85 Chris Jones 
WT- 68 Carlos Etheridge 


73 Ricky Perry 
WG- 74 Diego London 

69 Jason Budroni 
C- 51 Tirrell Greene 

66 Allan Symonette 


SG- 78 Kipp Vickers 
74 Diego London 
ST- 72 Mario Christobal 


QB- 13 Gino Torretta 
11 Frank Costa 
FL- 36 Lamar Thomas 
5 Kevin Williams 
FB- 33 Donnell Bennett 
23 Larry Jones 
TB- 5 Kevin Williams 
3 Jonathan Harris 


Miami Facts 
Offense: Multiple 
Average Size 
Offensive Line: 6-3, 267 
Backs, Receivers: 6-1 “2, 197 
Offensive Classes 
8 Seniors, 1 Junior, 2 Sophs 
Defense: Odd-man front 
Average Size 
Linemen: 63, 268 
Linebackers: 6-2, 227 
Secondary: 6-0, 190 
Defensive Classes 
6 Seniors, 4 Juniors, 1 Soph 


Hurricanes Defense 
LE- 91 Darren Krein 


LT- 71 Kenny Lopez 


76 Warren Sapp 
RE- 86 Kevin Patrick 
46 Damon Bethel 
SLB- 45 Darrin Smith 
1 Jessie Armstead 


MLB- 56 Michael Barrow 
49 Robert Bass 
WLB-— 1 Jessie Armstead 
2 Marley 
LCB- 34 Dexter Seigler 


4 Paul White 
RCB- 47 Ryan McNeil 
9 Chad 


SS— 29 Casey Greer 

38 Malcolm Pearson 
Ss 6 Terris Harris 

19 C.J. Richardson 


SPECIALISTS: PUNTER-15 Paul Snyder; PLACEKICKER-21 
Dane Prewitt; SNAPPER-57 Tom Patterson; HOLDER-15 Paul 
Snyder; KICKOFF/PUNT RETURNS-5 Kevin Williams, 3 


Jonathan Harris 


10 


Alabama-Miami Comparison 


Alabama 
12-0 

Bama 25, Vanderbilt 8 
Bama 17, Southern Miss 10 
Bama 38, Arkansas 11 
Bama 13, Louisiana Tech 0 
Bama 48, South Carolina 7 
Bama 37, Tulane 0 
Bama 17, Tennessee 10 
Bama 31, Ole Miss 10 
Bama 31, LSU 11 
Bama 30, Mississippi State 21 
Bama 17, Auburn 0 
Bama 28, Florida 21 
re) 


Miami 
11-0 


Miami 24, lowa 7 

Miami 38, Florida A&M 0 
Miami 8, Arizona 7 

Miami 19, Florida State 16 
Miami 17, Penn State 14 
Miami 45, TCU 10 

Miami 43, Virginia Tech 23 
Miami 35, West Virginia 23 
Miami 48, Temple 

Miami 16, Syracuse 10 
Miami 63, San Diego State 17 


IFFENSE BAMA : 
Average Points Per Game 27.7 32.4 
Touchdowns 39 45 

Rush-Pass-Other 26-8-5 18-234 
Field Goals Made-Attempted 20-28 13-21 
First Downs 241 250 

Rush-Pass-Penalty 142-79-20 85-153-12 
Rushing Yards 2507 1325 
Average Rushing Per Game 208.9 120.5 
Rushing Plays 588 381 
Average Gain Per Rush 4.26 3.48 
Passing Yards 1847 3476 
Average Passing Per Game 153.9 316.0 
Pass Attempts 271 457 
Pass Completion 145 259 
Percentage 53.5 56.7 
Had Intercepted 10 7 
Average Gain Per Pass 6.8 7.6 
Average Gain Per Completion 12.7 13.4 
Total Offensive Yardage 4354 4801 
Average Yards Per Game 362.8 436.5 
Average Yards Per Play 5.04 5.73 
Kickoff Returns-Average 19-16.7 18-22.2 
Punt Returns-Average 48-7.8 37-6.4 
Fumbles-Number Lost 25-10 164 
Penalties-Yards 77-623 104-909 
Punts-Avera 65-37.6 58-40,3 
Had Blocke 1 
Third Down Conversions 69-179 74-169 

Efficiency 38.5% 43.8% 
Average Time Of Possession 32:38 30:06 
DEFENSE 
Average Points Per Game Allowed 9.1 11.5 
Touchdowns Allowed 12 15 

Rush-Pass-Other 5-6-1 4-10-1 
Field Goals Made-Attempted 7-17 8-16 
First Downs Allowed 136 181 

Rush-Pass-Penalty 52-74-10 69-86-26 
Rushing Yards Allowed 660 1118 
Average Rushing Per Game 55.0 101.6 
Opponent Rushes 395 406 
Gain Per Rush 1.67 2.75 
Passing Yards Allowed 1670 1861 
Averages Passing Per Game 139.2 169.2 
Opponent Passes 330 358 
Opponent Completions 164 173 
Percentage 49.7 48.3 
Intercepted 22 18 
Average Per Pass 5.1 5.2 
ay ort Completion 10.2 10.8 
Total Offense Allowed 2330 2979 
Average Per Game Allowed 194.2 270.8 
Average Per Play Allowed 3.21 3.90 
Kickoff Returns-Average 62-21.7 59-19.5 
Punt Returns-Average 36-9.1 28-10.1 
Punts Blocked 2 
Opponents Fumbles-Lost 35-14 23-11 
Third Down Conversions 38-170 38-171 

Efficiency 22.4% 22.2% 
Average Time Of Possession 27:22 29:54 
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Alabama Roster 


Exp, Hometown 


Name, Pos. 
David Palmer, FL 


Michael Proctor, PK 


Tony Johnson, TE 


Willis Bevelle, ROB 


Jay Barker, QB 
Alvin Hope, LCB 


Tommy Johnson, LCB 
Lemanski Hall, ROB 


Bryne Diehl, P 


13 George Teague, FS 
14 Brian Burgdorf, QB 
15 Donnie Finkley, SE 


Jeff Wall, H/CB 
Will Brown, OLB 
Lorenzo Cole, FL 
Chad Key, QB 


Sherman Williams, RB 


Chris Donnelly, S 
Willie Gaston, CB 
Derrick Lassic, RB 


Michael Ausmus, CB 


Danny Davis, SS 
Craig Harris, FB 
Sam Shade, SS 


32 Prince Wimbley, FL 
33 Chris Anderson, RB 
34 Harold Swopes, FB 
35 Martin Houston, FB 
37 Kevin Lee, SE 

39 Eric Turner, RB 

40 Mickey Conn, CB 

42 Myron Pope, OLB-TE 
43 Antonio Langham, CB 
45 Tarrant Lynch, FB 
49 Jeff Foshee, ILB 

52 Michael Rogers, ILB 
53 Jeff Torrence, LB 
54 Chad Gladden, C 

55 Antonio London, OLB 
56 Derrick Oden, ILB 
58 Mario Mons, ILB 

59 John Clay, OG 

60 Joey Harville, OT 

61 Tobie Sheils, C 

62 William Barger, OG 
63 Matt Hammond, OT 
64 Maurice Belser, OG 
67 Dennis Deason, C 
68 George Wilson, OG 
69 Jon Stevenson, OG 
73 Jeremy Nunley, DE 
74 Kareem McNeal, OT 
75 Johnny Howard, OT 
76 ~~ Elverett Brown, NT 
77 ~~ R'velt Patterson, OT 
80 Eric Curry, DE 

81 Hamp Greene, PK 
82 Rick Brown, FL 

83 Steve Busky, TE 

84 Roman Colburn, FL 
85 Curtis Brown, SE 

87 Matthew Pine, SN-TE 
88 Dabo Swinney, SE 
89 Kris Mangum, TE 

90 John Walters, ILB 
91 Dameian Jeffries, DE 
92 Jason Milner, DE 

93 Shannon Brown, NT 
94 John Copeland, DE 
96. Bryan Thornton, DE 
98 James Gregory, NT 
99 Victor Lockett, OLB 


So 


Fr. 
Fr. 
Sr. 


So. 


Sr. 


So, 


dr. 


So. 


Sr. 
Fr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 


dr. 
Fr. 


So. 


dr. 


So. 


Sr. 
Fr. 


So. 


Sr. 


So. 


Sr. 
dr. 


So. 


Sr. 
dr. 
Fr. 


So. 


Sr. 
dr. 


So. 
So. 
So. 


Fr. 


So. 


Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 


dr. 


So. 


Jr. 
dr. 
dr. 
Fr. 
dr. 
Sr. 


So. 


dr. 
Fr. 
Sr. 


So. 


dr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 


Sr. 


So. 
So, 


dr. 
Sr. 
Fr. 
Fr. 


So. 
So. 


Fr. 
Sr. 
Fr, 
Jr. 
Jr. 


Hgt. Wgt. 
5-9 170 
5-11 175 
6-4 240 
180 
209 
187 
175 
220 
202 
187 
175 
175 
160 
200 
175 
201 
190 
180 
180 
186 
170 
205 
205 
190 
174 
178 
200 
235 
186 
200 
175 
217 
170 
224 
204 
220 
215 
254 
228 
225 
220 
265 
276 
250 
270 
266 
285 
270 
263 
273 
247 
287 
270 
261 
290 
255 
185 
175 
233 
175 
185 
221 
180 
245 
225 
256 
260 
263 
261 
280 
283 
243 
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o 


- o 
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Oo or So 


é 
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1L 
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HS 
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Sq 
1L 
Sq 
2L 
2L 
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Birmingham 
Pelham 

Como, Miss. 
Bessemer 
Trussville 

Mobile 

Niceville, Fla. 
Valley 

Oakman 
Montgomery 
Cedartown, Ga. 
Mobile 
Birmingham 
Syracuse, N.Y. 
Florence 

Parrish 

Mobile 
Germantown, Tenn. 
Mobile 
Haverstraw, N.Y. 
Mobile 

Memphis 
Panama City, Fla 
Birmingham 
Miami 

Huntsville 
Decatur 

Centre 

Mobile 

Ft. Payne 
Snellville, Ga. 
Sweetwater 
Town Creek 
Town Creek 
Millbrook 
Luverne 

Atmore 

Centre 
Tullahoma, Tenn. 
Tuscaloosa 
Decatur 
Nashville 
Moulton 
Fairhope 
Birmingham 

Ft. Payne 
Cordova 
Vestavia 
Bessemer 
Memphis 
Winchester, Tenn. 
Tuskegee 
Bessemer 
Montgomery 
Mobile 
Thomasville, Ga. 
Montgomery 

Ft. Worth, Texas 
Suitland, Md. 

Ft. Payne 

John's Island, S.C. 
Gadsden 
Pelham 

Magee, Miss. 
Richardson, Tex. 
Sylacauga 
Broken Arrow, Okla. 
Millbrook 
Lanett 

Mobile 

St. Louis 

Mobile 


Miami Roster 


Exp. Hometown 


Name, Pos. 

Jessie Armstead, LB 
Rohan Marley, LB 
Jonathan Harris, TB 
Paul White, CB 
Kevin Williams, WR 
Terris Harris, S 
Danyell Ferguson, RB 
Chad Wilson, DB 
Frank Costa, QB 


Gino Toretta, QB 
Paul Snyer, P 


Coleman Bell, TE 
A.C. Tollison, WR 
C.J. Richardson, DB 
Dane Prewitt, PK 
Larry Jones, FB 
Casey Greer, SS 
Stephen McGuire, FB 
Donnell Bennett, FB 
Dexter Seigler, CB 
Darryl Spencer, TB 
Lamar Thomas, WR 
Malcolm Pearson, DB 


Jean Stiverne, CB 
Patrick Riley, DT 
Darrin Smith, LB 
Damon Bethel, DE 
Ryan McNeil, CB 
Marcus Carey, S 
Robert Bass, LB 
Tirrell Greene, C 


Michael Barrow, LB 
Kevin Brinkworth, LB 


Bruce Eberst, LB 
Tom Patterson, Sn 
Alan Symonette, C 


Carlos Etheredge, OT 
Jason Budroni, OG 


Kenny Lopez, DT 


Mario Cristobal, OT 


Ricky Perry, OT 
Diego London, OT 
Warren Sapp, DT 
Zev Lumelski, OT 
Kipp Vickers, OT 
Syll Tucker, TE 


Dietrich Clausell, TE 


Chris Jones, WR 
Kevin Patrick, DE 
Kevin Kirkeide, TE 


Horace Copeland, WR 


Darren Krein, DE 


David Holliman, DE 
Dwayne Johnson, DT 


JBertrand Ina, DL 


Rusty Medearis, DE 


Mark Caesar, DT 


Cl. Hgt. Wgt. 


6-2 


222 
200 
165 
180 
185 
190 
195 
180 
214 
205 
201 
225 
205 
200 
192 


Dallas, Texas 
Miami 
Houston, Texas 
Tampa 
Dallas, Texas 
Memphis 
Miami 
Moreno Valley, Cal. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Pinole, Cal. 
Laguna Niguel, Cal. 
Tampa 
Bay City, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Birmingham, Ala 
Gainesville, Fla. 
Memphis 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Ft. Lauderdale 
Avon Park, Fla. 
Menitt Island, Fla. 
Gainesville 
Ft. Lauderdale 
Montreal 
Marrero, La. 
Miami 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Fort Pierce, Fla. 
Riera Beach, Fla. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Homestead 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
Miami 
Miami 
Miami 

, NM. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Key West 


Gulfport, Miss. 
West Palm Beach 
Lake Worth 
Jacksonville 
Orlando 
Aurora, Colo. 
Homestead 
Bethlehem, Pa. 
Franklin, La. 
Ozark, Mo. 
Newark, N.J. 
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The 1992 Football Seniors: 


Going Out With A Bang 


by John Barnes 


Senior leadership and 
performance accounts 
for much of Tide success 


s Alabama celebrates its 20th 
outheastern Conference champi- 
onship and prepares to face number one 
Miami in the Sugar Bowl for the national 
title, perhaps some quiet reflection is in 
order. 

For 29 Alabama seniors, the showdown 
in New Orleans will mark their final ap- 
pearance in a Crimson Tide uniform. They 
leave with the knowledge they have accom- 
plished what no Alabama senior class has 
ever done-win 12 regular season games. 
They are the first senior class since 1979 
to win an outright SEC championship, not 
to mention being a part of the first team to 
win nine conference games in one season. 


Alabama's record the last four years stands 
at 40-8 with two SEC titles and four bowl 
, three on New Year’s day. 

In sports, it has been said that no player 
is more important than the next. Be it an 
All-America defensive end or the unherald- 
ed walkon with an anonymous career on 
the scout team, everyone plays a role. 
Certainly, not everyone agrees with this 
ey phy. Gene Stallings, however, does. 

ke Paul Bryant, Stallings loves his 
walkons (and has put his money where his 


mouth is, putting no fewer than six of 
them on scholarship in his three years as 
head coach). 


Alabama’s 1992 senior class will be re- 
membered for many things, and the se- 
niors hope the best-a national title-is yet 
to come. Senior linebacker Derrick Oden 
spoke for his teammates: “I wouldn't want 
to go out any other way.” 

Of the 29 departing seniors, ten are 
starters (five offense, five defense), leaving 
Stallings with a solid nucleus from which to 
defend the SEC title. 

On defense, the Tide will lose the famed 
bookends, John Copeland and Eric Curry. 
Look for Dameian Jeffries and Jeremy 


THE OFFICIAL ALABAMA 
CENTENNIAL Wilson. FOOTBALL 
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Nunley to step in in '93 and fill the void. 
Defensive captains George Teague and 
Derrick Oden also depart, opening the 
door for the likes of Tommy Johnson and 
John Walters or Mario Morris. 

Stallings’ biggest task could be replacing 
outside a en te Antonio London. The 
four-year starter was often overshadowed 
by Curry and Copeland, but make no mis- 
take, he will be sorely missed. Will Brown, 
André Royal and Victor Lockett will battle 
for the position next fall. 

The offensive side of the ball presents 
less of a problem. The backfield will be 
hardest hit, with Derrick Lassic and Martin 
Houston moving on. Only one fullback, 
Tarrant Lynch, and two halfbacks, Chris 
Anderson and Sherman Williams, return. 
Also starting their final game in the 03 7 
Bowl are tight end Steve Busky, flanker 
Prince Wimbley and left guard George 
Wilson. The Tide has reasonable depth at 
all those positions. However, do not under- 
estimate the intangible qualities these play- 
ers have brought to the Fide offense. 

George Wilson is perhaps the best story 
on the Alabama team. With his football fu- 
ture seriously in doubt following a aig 
accident in which he lost part of his le 
foot, he has battled his way back up the 
Tide depth chart to start at left for 
two consecutive seasons. He has also 
shown skill in the classroom, earning aca- 
demic All-SEC honors for three straight 

ears, as well as winning the Toyota 

dership Award in 1991. 

Another interesting story is that of Willis 
Bevelle. Born in 1964, Bevelle is by far 
the oldest player on the Alabama team. 
Following a stint in the U.S. Navy, he ful- 
filled a lifelong dream of playing for the 
Crimson Tide, earning three varsity letters 
as a flanker and defensive back. Bevelle is 
also one of six Crimson Tiders to receive 
his degree with eligibility remaining. Other 
Tide seniors who have retay been gradu- 
ated are Wilson, Houston, Curry, holder 
Jeff Wall, and punter Stan Moss. 


ith the possible exceptions of Curry 
and Copeland, 1992 has not been a 
big year for individual honors. Both All- 
Americas, All-SEC and certain first-round 
draft choices, the bookends have attracted 
most of the limelight of what is a very, 
very good defense. Cornerback George 
Teague represents the other Tide se- 
nior earning an individual honor (first team 
AIlSEC). Alabama is simply not the type 
of program that promotes players for indi- 
vidual awards. This senior class personifies 
the Paul Bryant adage of “We first, me 
second.” Individual players do not win 
championships; teams do. 
Two kicking specialists (though not kick- 
ers) depart: holder Wall and Johnny 
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Senior fullback Martin Houston is ahead of his teammates in many ways. He graduated last summer, he is married, and he is a father. 


Howard, a snapper on field goals and 
extra points. Howard’s career began as an 
offensive tackle, but injuries limited him to 
his special duties. Other specialists who 
finish their Crimson Tide careers are 
placekickers Hamp Greene, Steve Cole 
and Jimmy Tuley, and snapper Don 
Dover, as well as Moss. 

The special teams have given a number 
of players the opportunity to see action. 
While Craig Harris is a fullback, he is par- 
ticularly valuable as a member of several of 
the Alabama special teams. Alvin Hope, a 
backup cornerback, also plays with the 
special teams. 

Among those who came to Alabama 
without scholarships and earned them are 
Wall, Bevelle and receiver Dabo Swinney. 

It is the nature of football that players 
sometimes end up playing positions that 
help the team more than themselves. 
Donnie Finkley is a wide receiver who 
plays both split end and flanker. Walkon 
Myron Pope has to be ready to play on 
both sides of the ball each week as a back- 
up linebacker and tight end. Mike 
Campbell was a quarterback in high 
school, but he has spent most of his time 
in the secondary and with the special 
teams at Bama. 

Every player is not a Saturday player, 


but teams must have scout team perform- 
ers to get ready to play each week. Men 
like Tab Whisenhunt (whose chances of 
playing were ended by a knee injury) and 
James Shackelford are unusual in that they 
are walkon linebackers. Most walkons are 
either kickers or smaller skill position play- 
ers (wide receivers and defensive backs). 
Bart Pritchett and John Phillips are even 
rarer than walkon linebackers: they are 
walkon defensive linemen. And Jason 
Abrams followed in the footsteps of his 
brother, Charlie, as a tight end. Bama sec- 
ondary coach Bill Oliver believes in the 
value of the walkon. “These non-scholar- 
shipped kids who play on the scout team 
make more of a contribution than people 
realize,” he said. “Occasionally, they help 
us to unmask an opponent’s weakness or 
call something to our attention that we 
didn’t catch on film.” 

All of Bama’s departing seniors have 
fond memories of their playing days at the 
Capstone. “I hope I'll be remembered as 
not only a good football player, but a good 
person as well,” said Eric Curry. “I have 
accomplished a lot of things on and off the 
field, and that is very special to me. 
Getting my degree is something | will al- 
ways remember. Being able to play on a 
team with a chance to win the national 
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championship and to go undefeated as se- 
niors, is beyond description.” 

“Alabama has always been a special 
place to me,” said Willis Bevelle. “This has 
been a dream come true to me. I have al- 
ways wanted to play football at the 
University of Alabama.’ 

“The game. | hated most was the 1990 
Sugar Bowl,” said George Teague. “It was 
a bad game for me. It sure is nice to get a 
chance to play there again and it be 
nice to erase those bad memories.” 
Teague, and the rest of his mates, will get 
that chance on January 1. 

It remains to be seen how history will re- 
ard Alabama's 1992 senior class. The 
leadership exhibited by this bunch would 
certainly rival any in the history of the 
school. even with all the accomplish- 
ments, the best hopes are ahead. They 
have the opportunity to do what no 
Alabama football team has done-win 13 
games in one season. That chance is there 
because Bama earned it, and much of the 
credit goes to the seniors. 

Throughout the season Alabama Head 
Coach Gene Stallings has given credit to 
the seniors for their leadership. He'll be 
saying goodbye to a lot of them in 
January. And with his farewells, he'll add, 
“Thank you.” 
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Andre Perry: 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Senior forward was on road to nowhere 
until he took advantage of athletic skills 


Amz: Perry, who ranks among the greatest hopes for Alabama 
asketball this year, did not have college basketball in mind 
when he was a student at Henry Ford High School in Detroit. He 
did not play basketball in high school. In fact, it would be safe to 
say Perry didn’t have college in mind in those days. He didn’t even 
graduate from high school. It was a fluke that he ended up at 
Coffeyville Community College in Kansas, even more bizarre that 
this product of Detroit would end up in Tuscaloosa as a starter for 
the Crimson Tide. 

The story of Andre Perry is a sad one in many ways, but one 
which is on track to have a happy ending. 

Possessing the skills of an all-around athlete, Perry did not play 
prep sports. “I didn't letter in anything,” he said. “But I practiced 
everything. I went to school every day, but I didn't always go to 
class. I'm easily bored. If a class doesn't hold my attention, | can’t 
pass it. I always got the coaches’ hopes up, and then I'd always 
end up ineligible.’ 

Instead of playing high school basketball, Perry sat in the bleach- 
ers and watched Detroit public school stars like Derrick Coleman 
(Syracuse), Doug Smith (Missouri), Steve Smith (Michigan State), 
B.J. Armstrong (lowa), Anderson Hunt (UNLV) and Anthony 
Peeler (Missouri) show their skills. 

One day in 1988 Perry was “hanging around” the gym when 
some college players walked in looking for a fifth player for a pick- 
up game. Perry played with them and impressed one of them, a 
former Coffeyville player. “He suggested I talk to the coach at 
Coffeyville, and that was the connection,” Perry said. 

Perry was looking at a dead end. He had no high school degree. 
From an athletics standpoint, he had no varsity playing experi- 
ence. Nevertheless, he believed sports would be his ticket to a bet- 
ter future. “I'm a confident person,” Perry said. “I always felt | 
could play. I just had to find a way how.” The way was Coffeyville. 
His first conversation with a Coffeyville coach gave him his first 
step, to pass his GED (high school graduation equivalency) test. 
Perry passed the test and ended up at Coffeyville. 

Playing organized basketball for the first time, Perry flourished. 
He led Coffeyville in scoring (23.4 points per game) and rebounds 
(11.3) as a senior, averaged 19.5 points ail 9.5 rebounds per 
game over his junior college career. He had a high game of 29 
points and 16 rebounds and was an all-star en route to becoming 
one of the most highly-recruited junior college forwards in the na- 
tion in 1991. 

He narrowed his final choices to Washington State, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas and Alabama. 

“I picked Alabama because when | came here to visit | felt it was 
a very down-to-earth place. | didn’t need all that hype, the atti- 
tudes, the arrogancies that come with a lot of Division | programs. 
It was very subtle here. | just thought this was the place for me.” 


Ar Perry fit the Tide, the transfer breaking into the opening 
ineup after his sixth game. In his first start against Old 
Dominion he scored 16 points in only 23 minutes. In his first 
Southeastern Conference contest he tallied 14 points and grabbed 
10 rebounds against Mississippi State. Last season he had 14 dou- 
ble- ag: scoring games, five double-figures rebounding games, 
and five double doubles (games of double figures scoring and re- 


bounding.) 
14 


Unlikely College Basketball Player 


Senior inside player Andre Perry follows in a recent line of junior 
college transfers who have come in to make big contributions to 


the Crimson Tide basketball program. 
Barry Fikes Photo 

“Andre Perry is a guy that puts the ball in the basket once he gets 
around the hole,” said Alabama first-year Head Coach David Hobbs. 
“He is an excellent offensive rebounder, maybe the best on our team.” 

Last year Perry played his best against the best, scoring 25 
points and snatching nine rebounds against LSU and 7-foot, 300- 
pound Shaquille O'Neil. Perry, 6-6 and then 236, said: “It’s not 
just a matter of size, it’s how hard you work at it. I definitely had 
extra motivation because of (Shaq’s) reputation.” 

Six pounds lighter this season, Perry says he feels quicker. “Last 
year I didn't feel right. In the off-season I ran a lot and didn’t eat as 
much, I lost a lot of fat.” 

But just when Perry thought he was finally starting to put every- 
thing together, adversity struck-not once but twice. The aunt who 
raised him, Rose Watts, died this fall. Fourteen days later, and a 
week prior to the start of basketball practice, his father, Julius, died. 
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Perry went to Detroit and had a lot more 
to deal with than his own grief. Named ex- 
ecutor of his father’s estate, he was re- 
sponsible for the accounts, property, and 
funeral arrangements—a task that for a 
then not yet 22-year old is emotionally a 
lot tougher than going against O'Neil. 

“I was devastated,” said Perry. “Then I 
had to come back and find the energy to 
practice, keep up with my academic work, 
and get my head together. It was extreme- 

d 


ard. 

“T'm still dealing with it now.” 

It was not the first time Perry had faced 
adversity. His mother, Mannie, died while 
he was in high school, shortly before he 
headed to Kansas. Then while he was at 
Coffeyville, his girl friend drowned. 

Perry had already experienced a lifetime 
of pain. “My father was an alcoholic,” he 
said. “All of my brothers and sisters are in 
and out of rehab (drug and alcohol rehabil- 
itation clinics). I've watched some of them 
shoot up.” 

How did Perry avoid this road to self-de- 
struction? “I saw the lives they lived. I 
knew that wasn’t for me,” he said. 

“ What I have experienced hurts, but no 
matter what happens, | know that I've got 
to move on with my life, that I've got to 
keep trying. Without that way of thinking, 
] Woukdn'tibe here today.” 


BEAUTIFUL ! AWESOME! 


Ss far Perry has proved he’s a survivor, 
and it's precisely because of his atti- 
tude. “I’m not the type of person who 
gives up on something easily,” he said. “I 
consider myself extremely persistent. As 
much as I've been through, | feel to give 
up now would be silly and detrimental to 


my future. 

“It's hard to keep a proper frame of 
mind sometimes, but I know if | slip it 
could mean the end to a lot of things that 
I've accomplished in my life.” 

Perry is very articulate, the antithesis of 
what one would expect of a former high 
school dropout. Already a graduate of the 
School of Hard Knocks, he expects to 
earn his degree in telecommunications. 

“I was never sey dummy,” he 
said. “In high school I just wasn’t interest- 
ed.” He said academically he’s doing “de- 
cent” now, “but I could be doing better.” 

He said he's interested in television and 
film production. “I want to come up with 
ideas and contribute input into the making 
of films,” he explained. 

But he hopes to put that career on hold 
for awhile, because “I feel I’m good 
enough to play at the next level, and fen 
to do that.” 

Although Perry has had a full life even 
without basketball, he is a basketball player. “I 
can score, but my strength is definitely re- 
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bounding,” said Perry, whose a en- 
ables him to hold his own in battles with big- 
ger inside players. “I've always had a nose for 
the ball. Rebounding is just easier for me,” 

Perry sometimes experiences problems 
on defense, when taking shots outside his 
12-15 foot range, and at the free throw 
line. He said last year’s 48 per cent foul 
leet (compared to 59 per cent from 
the field) was due to a lack of concentra- 
tion, and added: “I grew up playing basket- 
ball on the playgrounds. You don’t shoot 
free throws on the playground.” 

Peny said his goal is to win the SEC. “I real- 
ly feel we have the talent to make a run for it.” 

He said he'd like to average about 15 or 
16 points and 10 rebounds a game. “I ex- 
pect to be the leading rebounder, but it’s 
not a matter of getting a certain number of 
rebounds, but getting them when you need 
them,” he said. “Being the top rebounder 
is a personal goal of mine.” 

A senior, Perry wants to lead by exam- 
ple, acknowledging that he will not try to 
be a verbal leader. “That’s because I'm not 
as polite as the next person,” he admitted. 
“I speak my mind and | know I can be in- 
timidating. It’s best if | not say some of the 
things that | may be thinking. 

Beyond basketball, what he has been 
through has forced Andre Perry to grow 
up and mature faster than most his age. 


FIRST EVER! ONE OF A KIND ! OFFICALLY LICENSED ! 
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Antonio Langham: 


Big Timer 
Turns In 
Big Plays 


by Kirk McNair 


Junior cornerback works 
hard to be prepared 
to do his job for defense 


ntonio Langham is wide awake for op- 
rtunities on the football field, and 
for that reason Alabama Head Football 
Coach Gene Stallings expects Langham to 
have sweet dreams. Following Alabama's 
28-21 victory over Florida to win the 
Southeastern Conference Football 
Championship Game and put Bama in the 
Sugar Bowl against Miami, Stallings said, 
; fats two weeks in a row where he’s 
made a big league play. That's the kind 
you dream about.” 

The interception and 27-yard runback 
for a touchdown for the winning points 
against Florida marked the third straight 
game the 6-1, 176-pound Langham had 
scored a touchdown. And they came in big 
games. Against Mississippi State to win 
the SEC West Division and get into the 
championship game, he blocked a first 
quarter Bulldogs punt, picked up the ball, 
and dashed into the end zone. Against 
Auburn, he broke a scoreless tie early in 
the second half when he stepped in front 
of a receiver right in front of the Auburn 
bench, tipped the ball up, snatched it 
down, and dashed 61 yards to the end 
zone for the only score Bama would need 
(although the Tide tacked on 10 more 
points in the 17-0 victory). Ironically, 
Langham, a defensive player, was the only 
Alabama player to score touchdowns in 
each of Bama’s final three games. 

The two interception returns for touch- 
downs in a season tied school records held 
by Hootie Ingram (current Bama athletics 
cobs eee in 1952 and Bobby Johns in 
1966. 


Antonio Langham will live in Alabama 
football history forever because of his in- 
terception and return for a touchdown to 
break a scoreless tie and start Bama on 
the way to a 17-0 victory over the Tigers. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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Stallings is a great believer in football 
being a game in which “players make 
plays.” It's no accident that Langham 
makes more than his share of them. 
Stallings said, “First of all he's got good, 
quick feet and good speed. I| think 
(Assistant Coach) Bill Oliver does a really 
fine job of working with him. And he’s just 
got a knack of making plays. He’s inter- 
cepted a lot of passes for us and he makes 
a lot of tackles. Antonio is an excellent 
man-to-man person. That's what you look 
for in the cornerback position. Otherwise 

u can't blitz and things of that nature. 

e’s an excellent football player and has 
been ever since he was a freshman.” 

Langham takes to heart what his coach- 
es tell him. “Coach Stallings is always 
telling us that everybody can and will make 
a difference,” Langham said. “You always 
want to be a player who makes big plays. 
You want to do something to help the 
team out. I can’t go out there expecting 
someone else to do my job. We've all got 
a job to do. One of my jobs is to make big 
pave, and | work hard trying to do that. 

‘ou play 30 or 40 plays (on defense) for 
the chance to make one or two that will 
make a difference.” 


Te is no question Langham’s recent 
big plays have made a difference. But 
making big plays is not new for him. 

As a freshman in 1990, Langham was 
primarily a backup performer in the sec- 
ondary (both a nickel back and behind 
Gouge Teague at left cornerback) and 
played on Crimson Tide special teams. It 
was as a member of the punt rush team 
that he had his first big play for Alabama. 
Bama had started that season with three 
consecutive losses by a total of eight points 
when Vanderbilt came to Tuscaloosa. In the 
first quarter the Tide was taking out its frus- 
tration on the Commodores, jumping out to 
a 24-0 lead with only seconds left in the 
first quarter and Vandy preparing to punt. 

Langham hasn't made many mistakes in 
his three-year Crimson Tide career, and 
one he made as a freshman in that game 
had a happy Alabama ending. “That was 
really a busted play on my part,” Langham 
said. “I wasn't supposed to be rushing the 
punter, but we didn’t get the call in time 
and | just went on my own.” Langham 
blocked the punt cleanly, then grabbed it 
in the end zone for a touchdown in the 
Tide's 59-28 win. 

He had another big play as a freshman 
in Knoxville as the still-struggling Tide, at 
2-3, took on the high-scoring Tennessee 
Vols. Late in the game, Tennessee was 
threatening and Alabama was in a nickel 

kage. Langham picked off a pass at the 

ma four-yard line and returned it 33 
yards to snuff the threat. The Tide went 
on to a dramatic 9-6 victory. 

Indeed, his big play history goes back 
farther than his freshman year at Alabama. 
“Going back to (Hazlewood) high school, 
my coach (Jackie Ferguson) put me at free 
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safety and told me to go after the football. 
I had a knack for coming up with the big 
play, an interception or a punt return or 
something like that. | knew coming into 
college it would be a lot more difficult to 
make big plays, but so far it’s worked out 
pretty well.” 

While a touchdown is a touchdown, 
Langham said his two punt returns for six 
points don't compare with his two inter- 
ception returns for scores. “The blocked 
punt against Vanderbilt was exciting be- 
cause it was my first touchdown,” he said. 
“The blocked punt against Mississippi 
State was a planned play. We had seen on 
film that we could make it open up and we 
had worked on it and | thought the block 
opportunity would be there. neither of 
those touchdowns compares to the inter- 
ception return for a touchdown against 
Auburn,” he said. 

“One of my goals has always been to 
make an interception and runback for a 
touchdown in a big game. That was a bi 
game and it was something we needed, 

cause the game was tight. There's no 
comparison between that and the blocked 
punts for touchdowns.” 

The interception and runback against 
Florida was an even bigger play, because it 
was the winning score in a championship 
game. It was Langham’s sixth pickoff of 
the season, tying him with teammate 
George Teague for the individual champi- 
onship in the Southeastern Conference in 
that department. He now has 12 career 
interceptions, four short of the Bama 
record. 


B®? plays don't just happen. As in most 
successful enterprises, Alabama's suc- 
cessful defense is built with preparation 
and perspiration. 

“We work on man-to-man coverage in 
practice every day and we compete real 
well,” Langham said. “The receivers come 
after us and we go after them. We're trying 
to make each other better. We take a lot of 
pride in being able to cover man-to-man. 

“The drills we use in practice are de- 
signed to make us more aggressive. 
Getting those tipped passes and turning 
them into interceptions is just part of play- 
ing good football. 

“The whole defense likes for the oppo- 
nent to throw the ball. We've had a lot of 
challenges and so far we've stood up to 
the challenges. We’ve earned the respect 
we have as a defense by going out each 
week and doing the job. 

“We watch film and the coaches make 
the game plan from that. We watch the 
opponent and hopefully find a flaw-a pat- 
tern the wide receiver runs or something 
the quarterback does-that helps you to 
make a big play. It's a matter of out-think- 
ing the opponent, then making a move to 
the ball or whatever it takes to make the 
big play. On blocked kicks, it’s also a mat- 
ter of watching film. The coaches make 
the scheme from what they see on films. A 


blocked kick is different from an intercep- 
tion because you never know when a pass 
play is coming, but you pretty much know 
when a kick is coming. Then it’s just a 
matter of executing the plan the coaches 
have for us.” 

“I've worked hard. Coach Oliver works 
with us. He knows his stuff, he knows 
what we're doing, and he knows how to 
make us better. We listen, we work hard to 
do what he asks us to do every day in 
practice to get better in our techniques. | 
take the approach that I want to get better 
every day, to be the kind of player who 
can make the big plays. You always want 
to be a player who makes the big plays. 
You want to do something to help the 
team out. 

“I think that my job is to out-play, out- 
quick and out-think the receiver.” 

One important aspect of pass defense is 
pass rush. Alabama has two of the better 
pass-rushing defensive ends in John 
Copeland and Eric Curry. “It makes our job 
easier to have those two quys coming off 
the end,” Langham said. “That will make 
any quarterback scared. The quarterback 
has no choice but to rush his passes, and 
that’s when he makes bad passes. That 
makes it easier for us to make some plays. 

“It works both ways. If we can cover the 
receivers, that gives the rush people time 
to make plays, and if they make the big 
rush, that gives us a better opportunity to 


make plays. We're helping them and 
they're helpin us, and that’s the way it 
should work. We all work together to win.” 


TT game looks different to Langham 
after three years of college play than it 
did when he came in as a freshman. 

“There are a lot of coverages we have to 
learn,” he said. “A lot of things are thrown 
at you right out of high school, and that’s 
tough on a freshman. As you get older, 
and you practice, it starts to get easier. 
After awhile it’s just as natural as getting 
up and going to class.” 

allings and Oliver both told Langham 
he had a chance to play as a freshman if 
he worked hard, and he did play as a 
freshman. 

“I thought | worked pretty hard as a 
freshman,” Langham said. “I knew I 
wasn't going to start, but | thought if | 
worked hard | might get a chance to play 
some. I went out to get better, but I proba- 
bly didn't work as hard to get better as | 
have since my freshman year. If | could 
change anything, it would be the approach 
I took as a freshman. | should have been 
working to earn a starting job, even 
though maybe | couldn’t have started as a 
freshman.” 

Ever wonder what players do when they 
are not playing? Do you think a Bama cor- 
nerback is watching the techniques of the 
opposing cornerbacks when the Crimson 
Tide offense is on the field? 

“When we've got the ball, I'm usually 
back where I can't even see what's going 
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on,” Langham said. “We're either sitting 
down resting, getting ready to go back in, 
or we're getting instructions from the 
coaches. | don’t ever go out and watch an- 
other defensive back. On Saturday the last 
thing on my mind is the other defensive 
players. I'm competing against their of- 
fense, not their defense. The only way 
anyone could even think I’m competin 
against the other defensive backs is for all- 
star teams, and I don’t worry about that. 
At the end of the season those picks are 
made and if I did best, that’s fine, and if I 
wasn't the best, that's fine, too, as long as 
I've done the best I could.” 

Are Alabama’s coverages more sophisti- 
cated or more complicated than most? 

Although Langham is not that aware of 
how other teams are playing in the sec- 
ondary, he said, “I don’t think our cover- 
ages are complicated. We're probably run- 
ning the basic coverages other college 
teams are using. But we’ve got defensive 
coaches who add a few wrinkles to it that 
make it look more complicated.” 

Disguise is important to secondary play. 

“Some quarterbacks can read defenses 
very well, some not so well. The ones who 
can read well are the ones it is most im- 
portant to disguise the coverage. If they 
recognize what you are doing, they can 
pick you apart. & we work very hard on 
disguising our coverages, waiting until the 
last possible second to get into our cover- 
age and make it as hard as possible for the 
quarterback to recognize it.” 

It wasn’t disguise that enabled Langham 
to make his big play against Florida, 
though. Florida quarterback Shane 
Matthews is one of the toughest Alabama 
has ever played. Following the game, 
Langham said, “They had been hurting us 
with the little hook all day. 1 eased up and 
kind of squatted behind the receiver where 
Shane couldn’t see me, I could see Shane 
all the way and when he released the ball I 
was able to get around the receiver and in- 
tercept it. After that it was history.” 

Alabama uses zone coverage, man cover- 
age, combinations where it is zone on one 
side and man on the other, and also uses 
various combinations of defensive backs — 
up to six — and linebackers in coverage. 

“Our approach is that if the opponent 
can’t move the ball on us, they can’t beat 
us,” Langham said. “We're not thinking 
about statistics, although it's nice to be the 
number one defense. If the opponent can 
move the ball on us, we can be beaten. 
Our job is to shut them down and get the 
ball back for the offense. Then we've got a 
chance to win the game. 

“You don’t see us going around with our 
chests stuck out and saying we're the num- 
ber one defense. Everyone who follows 
Alabama football, or college football in 
general, knows what we've done.” 


I angham was a young boy when 
labama last won a national champi- 
onship, beating Arkansas in the Sugar 
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Antonio Langham, already one of the nation’s top college cornerbacks and an All- 
Southeastern Conference selection, will return for his senior season at Alabama in 
1993. Professional scouts expect him to be one of the top prospects when he is ready 


for the NFL. 


Bowl to complete a 12-0 season and win 
the title. When he was being recruited by 
Alabama, though, he said no Bama assis- 
tant coaches were talking about national 
championships. The staff was brand new, 
trying to find where prospects were and 
lure them as a part of Gene Stallings first 
Crimson Tide class. 

“I came from a program where winning 
meant a lot and where winning was a tra- 
dition and | wanted to go to a college that 
had a winning tradition,” Langham said. 
“Alabama had it, and other schools recruit- 
ing me had it, but no one had it like 
Alabama. That's what brought me here. | 
knew Alabama had won a lot of national 
championships and | wanted to be with a 
team that had a chance to win it. 

“We're only one game away from it. I’m 
as close as | can be and I'm pleased with 
that. I'm at a school where it is possible to 
win the national championship. | want to 
win it this year for the seniors and then | 
want to win it again next year when I’m a 
senior. | want to be able to say I was on an 
Alabama national championship team, and 
better than that would be to be on two na- 
tional championship teams.” 

Stallings said, “Before the season we 
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said he was an outstanding player and he'll 
be a super player next season.’ 

Winning the national championship in 
his senior season means that Antonio 
Langham will be here in 1993. A highly- 
respected professional scout predicted late 
this season that Langham would not return 
for his senior year because he may be the 
best cornerback in college today. 

“There's nothing to that,” Langham 
said. “People ask me about that, or tell me 
I should or shouldn’t, but | don’t pay any 
attention to it. My attention is on this sea- 
son. | haven't thought twice about going 
out early. | want to finish my career at 
Alabama. There's no truth to it. Getting an 
education was my first reason for coming 
to Alabama. Getting a degree is still first. 
There's no guarantee that football will last 
and | want to have something else. If | 
have a career in football that’s fine, but if I 
don't I'll have something to fall back on.” 

Langham should have a professional foot- 
ball career following his days at Alabama, 
then he would like to either be in business 
or in coaching. “I’ve thought a lot about 
coaching. One day I'd like to teach young 
kids what I've learned and hopefully make 
them better people and better athletes.” 
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Gymnastics Outlook: 


An Excellent Team Could Be Better 


by Barbara Butler 


One of nation’s top teams 
should add to tradition 
of excellence in 1993 


Actors The mere mention of the 
ame brings thoughts of winning and 
championships and All-America perform- 
ers to mind. That may be because of the 
storied tradition of the Crimson Tide on 
the football field. However, there is an- 
other team at the Capstone building on a 
winning tradition while helping to fill the 
trophy cases at The University: the 
Alabama gymnastics team. 

Under the direction of Coaches Sarah 
and David Patterson (Mrs. Patterson is 
technically the head coach and her hus- 
band David the assistant, but in fact they 
are co-head coaches) the Alabama gym- 
nastics team is annually recognized as 
one of the most talented squads in the na- 
tion. Winners of two NCAA 
Championships and two Southeastern 
Conference titles, Alabama has qualified 
for the NCAA meet the past 10 years 
and is the only team in collegiate gymnas- 
tics to place in the top four every year 
since 1985. In the past five champi- 
onships, Bama has finished first, third, 
second, first and third, the only team in 
the country to be among the top three in 
the last five years. 

Last year Alabama placed second in the 
conference championship, first at the 
Central Regional Championship and third 
at the NCAA Championship. One gym- 
nast was crowned a national champion, 
four were All-America and two made All- 
SEC. With a new season on the horizon, 
expectations are high for another success- 

year. 

Dana Dobransky, one of two returning 
seniors and the reigning NCAA balance 
beam champion, feels that Alabama can 
be counted on to be competitive with any 
team in the country. “We have three new 
freshmen who will be a big’ help to us,” 
she said. “We are healthy (knock on 
wood), and we have the tricks and 
strength to be very competitive this year,” 
Dobransky said. “In the past some people 
have said that we did not have the difficul- 
ty (of tricks) that other teams did, but we 
are always clean (mistake-free).” 

Some teams begin working on their 
most difficult tricks on meets at the begin- 
ning of the season, but Alabama coaches 
have always taken a more progressive 
route, building week-to-week, the philoso- 
phy being to peek at the end of the year 
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at nationals. While there are advantages 
to both methods, the success achieved by 
Alabama is testimony to the effectiveness 
of the Crimson Tide school of thought. 

In 15 years, Patterson-coached gym- 
nasts have collected seven individual na- 
tional championships and 13 SEC individ- 
ual titles. Tiders have won 56 All-America 
citations and 23 All-SEC awards. 


I 1993 Alabama returns not one, but 
two national champions in Dobransky 
and Dee Foster, the 1990 all-around na- 
tional champion. The two have collected 
a total of 16 All-America awards. Foster’s 
13 All-America citations is the best in 
NCAA history. 

Don't expect either to suffer from se- 
nioritis. Both Dobransky and Foster have 
the potential to post career high scores in 
1993. Dobransky said, “A lot of seniors 
seem to fade out. That won’t happen to 
Dee and me. My goals for this year are to 
improve my skill level and raise my scores 


B ty 
a 
Alabama's nationally-ranked gymnastics team will be led by seniors Dee Foster (left) and 


Dana Dobransky. Both are former national champions. 
University of Alabama Photo by Crosby Thomley 


on a couple of events. I feel confident | 
can achieve that.” 

For Foster, there is not much room to 
better her scores. She holds the school 
record in the all-around (39.65), the un- 
even bars (9.90), the floor exercise (9.95), 
and the vault (on which there is no room 
for score improvement since she posted a 
perfect 10 in a meet at Georgia last year). 

While both Dobransky and Foster are 
prepared to anchor the team, they have 
an outstanding support cast to fill the line- 


up. 
Made Cheryl Dundas and Kara Stilp 
are both returning All-America perform- 
ers and will again be called on to produce 
winning scores. Dundas won her All- 
America rating with a sixth place finish 
on the balance beam, the event on which 
she holds the school record (9.925). Stilp, 
a floor exercise All-America, scored a ca- 
reer high 9.90 last season and is adding 
difficulty to her routine which should en- 
able her to consistently score above 9.80. 
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vent-by-event, Alabama will compete 
mnasts capable of scoring above 
9.80. Depth and talent make the balance 
beam appear to be the anchor event for 
the Tide. The top scorers from the lineup 
return (Dobransky, Foster and Dundas) 
and there is also experience in Gretchen 
Stockley and Chastity Junkin. The biggest 
boost on this event comes from the fresh- 
man class which brings some of the most 
talented beam workers in the nation to 
the lineup. 

Kim Kelly has long been one of the 
United States Gymnastics Federation’s 
finest competitive beam workers. Jenny 
McKernan and Marna Neubauer are the 
new additions who will have a major im- 
pact on the beam lineup. Each is capable 
of scoring above 9.80 and Sarah 
Patterson noted, “Jenny brings in a 
unique routine and should excel in this 
event.” 

Second to the beam in team strength is 
the uneven bars lineup. Alabama scored a 
school record 49.175 on the event last 
year and returns four of the six routines 
(and the women performing them) from 
1992. Bama's coaches also expect this to 
be the event in which the Tide shows the 
most improvement as the season pro- 
gresses. 

Both Foster and Dobransky tied the 
school record with 9.90 and Stilp became 
a regular after scoring a 9.75 against 
Auburn. The coaches say to watch for 
flashy routines from all the competitors 


Junior Sheryl Dundas is a returning All- 
America for Alabama on the balance 


beam. 
Kent Gidley Photo 


and to look for all three freshmen to be- 
come regulars in the lineup. Junkin and 
Stockley both competed on bars last sea- 
son and will add additional depth and ex- 
perience to this event. Dundas has been 
working on her routine and may see ac- 
tion for the first time this year. 

The vault and floor exercises are areas 
where the Pattersons want to see some 
improvement in 1993. Alabama lost two 
members of the vault lineup in Katherine 
Kelleher and Shea McFall, but with 
Foster’s consistent scoring and some ex- 
perience returning, the scores should rise 
above those of 1992. Marti Watson and 
Stockley both were solid performers last 
season, and both have the potential to 
boost their scores in 1993. Dobransky 
has been working on a new higher-value 


vault with hopes of improving her aver- 
age (9.356 last year). Dundas and Stilp 
did not vault in 1992, but are both work- 
ing on high-value vaults in hopes of 
adding quality to Tide depth this year. 
Neubauer and Kelly can step into the pic- 
ture as well. 

On the floor exercise, Alabama has a 
tremendous amount of talent returning, 
but needs to increase its difficulty in order 
to be competitive in scoring. Foster will 
anchor this event as she consistently 
scores above 9.85. Dobransky and Stilp 
have both set career-high marks of 9.90 
and last season Dundas averaged 9.60. 
Junkin, Stockley and Watson have experi- 
ence and are adding difficulty to their rou- 
tines. The coaches expect to see some 
new faces fill in the lineup with the loss of 
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Kara Stilp, a junior, is a returning All- 
America in floor exercise. 
Kent Gidley Photo 


Kelleher and McFall. 


ne change in Alabama gymnastics 

this year will be the Tide raising the 
curtain in Coleman Coliseum to allow for 
additional seating at all home meets. 
There has been consistent growth in 
home crowds for the Crimson Tide gym 
nastics team. Last year Alabama led the 
SEC in attendance for home gymnastics 
meets as Bama broke its records for at- 
tendance, averaging over 5,000 per 
home meet. This year Alabama has five 
regular season home meets. 

Saturday, March 20, Alabama will serve 
as host for the SEC Championship meet, 
which is almost a preview of the NCAA 
Championships. In 1991 five SEC teams 
qualified for nationals, the most of any 
conference represented. 

Alabama is a two-time winner of the 
conference title and the 1993 team has 
an excellent chance to bring home a third 
SEC trophy. 
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Prep Prospects: 


Skill Players In The Southeast 


by Tommy Deas 


These are among top prep 
backs and wide receivers 
drawing attention in region 


A® ram which has the football stature 

e University of Alabama attracts a 
number of prospects saying they are being 
recruited by the Crimson Tide, but 
Alabama, as all other NCAA schools, may 
sign only 25 players and all must be eligible 
under new Southeastern Conference aca- 
demic rules. Next year a team may have 
only 88 players on scholarship. 

Alabama is expected to sign between 20 
and 25 new players and a number of them 
are expected to be skill position players. 
Some believe the Tide will sign as many as 
four quarterbacks, three or four tailbacks, 
two or three fullbacks (but a total of six run- 
ning backs), four defensive backs, and, per- 
haps, a wide receiver, although the re-sign- 
ing of Toderick Malone from last year may 
solve the needs at wide receiver this year. 
Signing date is February 3. 

In a year in which the Crimson Tide is so 
para rigsiie in the national championship 
picture once again the dominant team 
in the SEC, Bama is also going to be in the 
picture with the area's top high school foot- 
ball players. What follows is a list of backs, 
wide receivers and other skill position 
prospects linked to Alabama through press 
reports, recruiting services and other 
sources. Inclusion on this list should not be 
taken to mean that Alabama is actively 
courting a prospect, only that he has been 
linked to the Tide at some point in at least 
one source. 

Arkansas 

The jury is probably out on recruiting in 
Arkansas this year since Danny Ford has 
been named head coach of the Arkansas 
Razorbacks, but in the long run he will be 
very tough competition for most of the top 
players in that state (and in his old stomp- 
ing grounds in the Carolinas as well). The 
flip side is that there will probably be some 
changes on the Arkansas staff which could 
hinder recruiting this year. 

Tim Scarborough is a 5-8, 170-pound 
running back at Little Rock McClellan 
High. He has 4.5-second speed in the 40- 
yar dash and a big get-away burst. A 

reakaway runner with power, Scarbrough 
is also a prospect in the defensive backfield, 
and an all-state runner who rolled up 1,300 
yards as a junior. 

Quarterback Rauel Sheppard is a 6-1, 


165-pound prospect at Conway High who 
threw for nine touchdowns ran for 12 
more as a junior. A superior scrambler and 
option-style runner, Sheppard is an honor 
student who has more than qualified for 
college play. Alabama is said to join 
Colorado, Notre Dame, Alabama and 
Texas on his college list. 
Florida 

Alabama's victory over Florida may have 
had some positive effect for the Crimson 
Tide in recruiting in the state of Florida, just 
as a win over Miami in the Sugar Bowl 
couldn't hurt Bama with the many 
prospects in the Sunshine State. As always, 
the bottom line is that Florida has so many 
top high school athletes that the Big 
Three-Florida, Florida State and 
Miami-can’t take them all. 

Thad Busby gave Florida State a jump 
in early recruiting wars when the 6-3, 200- 
pound quarterback for Coach Mickey 
Lindsey at Pace High School, near 
Pensacola announced his plans to attend 
FSU. Rated among the top five quarter- 
backs in America by most listings, Busby 
chose the Seminoles over Alabama, i 
and Georgia. 

Defensive back James Colzie of South 
Miami stands 5-10, 170 pounds, and runs 


the 40-yard dash in 4.5 seconds. He made 
nine interceptions as a junior, and scouts 
like his anticipation and instincts. Colzie is 
said to be considering Alabama, Michigan 
and Texas, as well as in-state schools. 

Andre Cooper is a 6-2, 180-pound 
wide receiver for Coach Joe Reynolds at 
Jacksonville Fletcher High who is also a 
basketball prospect. Since he’s rated the 
best in the state and one of the top five in 
the nation at wideout, his future may be in 
cleats. Cooper clears 40 yards in 4.4 sec- 
onds and has superior concentration. He 
caught 39 passes for 800 yards and 12 
touchdowns as a junior and made all-state 
in basketball as a guard. Cooper is said to 
count in-state schools and national-level 
programs like Penn State, Michigan and 
Alabama on his list, but may be leaning to 
Florida State. 

Another in a long list of skill talents in 
Florida is defensive back Jammi German 
of Fort Myers High. German stands 6-2, 
178 pounds, and uses his 4.38-second 
speed to close on the ball. One of the top 
man-to-man talents in the state, German 
also caught 14 passes for 390 yards and 
seven touchdowns as a junior. A track 
standout who runs 100 meters in 10.6 sec- 
onds with a 22-3 long jump, German also 
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averaged 16 points and eight rebounds in 
basketball. Miami is said to lead a host of 
suitors. 

Ernie Green is a 6-2, 195-pound wide 
receiver who was the favorite target of 
highly-recruited prospect Danny Wuerffel a 
year ago at Fort Walton Beach High. A full 
academic qualifier with 4.5-second speed, 
Green caught 47 passes for 939 yards and 
nine touchdowns as a junior. Green can 
bench press 300 pounds and squats 455 
with a 38-inch vertical leap. 

Considered the top quarterback prospect 
in northeast Florida, David Johnson is a 
6-3, 200-pounder at Orange Park High. 
He passed for more than 1,200 yards as a 
junior and added nearly 400 rushing yards. 
Johnson has 4.65-second speed and is 
equally comfortable in the pocket or on the 
move. Alabama is said to join South 
Carolina, North Carolina, Clemson, 
Georgia and Florida State on Johnson's list 
of college choices. 

Marc Renaud is a 5-11, 175-pound 
running back at Deerfield Beach High with 
4.4-second speed. He is a slasher with a 
stop-start running style who rushed for 
1,542 yards with 18 touchdowns as a ju- 
nior, earning all-state honors. One of the 
very best in the Southeast at his position, 
Renaud also ran two kicks back for scores 
as a junior. Florida may lead the charge for 
the services of this nationally-recruited run- 
ner. 

Fred Weary, a fleet wide receiver at 5- 
11, 165 pounds. The Jacksonville 
Mandarin High prospect with 4.4-second 
speed has a resume that includes playing 
time at quarterback, running back and de- 
fensive back as well. He ran for 740 yards 
as a junior and caught 17 passes for 240 

ards, and also raised eyebrows with his 
ick return abilities. Weary could play de- 
fensive back in college, and is said to be 
sought by Alabama, Southern Cal and 
Mississippi State as well as all three state 


powers. 

If you like your fullbacks big, strong and 
wide, you'll like Clarence Williams, a 6- 
2, 245-pound fullback for Coach Paul 
Landry at Crescent City High. Williams has 
4.6-second speed and is a collision blocker 
who can also run with agility. A two-time 
all-state selection, Williams ran for 1,776 
yards with 25 touchdowns as a junior and 
more than 1,000 yards as a sophomore. A 
standout in basketball and baseball, 
Williams counts Alabama, Auburn, Miami, 
Florida, Florida State and Clemson among 
his wish-list of schools, and is touted by 
some as the nation's best fullback. 

Elijah Williams is a 5-11, 175-pound 
running back and wide receiver for Coach 
Carl Madison at Milton High School. He 
made numerous all-America rankings and 
made nearly 100 tackles as a cornerback as 
a junior. Scouts like his 4.4-second speed in 
the 40-yard dash combined with the 
strength to bench press 275 pounds. His 
mother and step-brother both attended 
Sc State, but Williams insists he’s unde- 
cided. 
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1nd 


- 
Elijah Williams Derrick Beavers 


Georgia 

Georgia is another big population state, 
but, unlike Florida, it doesn’t have three 
football programs of the quality of Florida, 
Miami and FSU. However, Georgia gets 
plenty of recruiting pressure from Auburn 

lemson, as well as other schools, and 
Alabama has had good success plucking a 
few carefully-selected ripe prospects from 
the Peach State over the years. 

A pro-style pocket passer, Mike Bobo is 
a 6-2, 190-pound quarterback for his fa- 
ther, Coach George Bobo, at Thomasville 
High, where he passed for more than 
2,100 yards with a 57-percent completion 
rate as a junior. Bobo is a Super 11 selec- 
tion by the Atlanta Journal. Most rate this 
all-stater as the top passer in Georgia, and 
he is also considering Auburn, Florida 
State, North Carolina State, Georgia and 
Tennessee, among others. 

Selma Callaway is a 5-9, 194-pound 
tailback for Coach Ronnie McNease at 
Colquitt Miller County High. Callaway had 
rushed for more than 2,500 career yards 
going into his senior season, with nearly 
1,700 yards coming in his junior 
season—and had seven touchdowns in one 
game. A four-year starter who also plays 
tackle and linebacker on defense, Callaway 
is also considering Georgia, Florida, 
Vanderbilt and Florida State. 

Byron Capers is a 6-2, 210-pound run- 
ning back-defensive back at Marietta 
Wheeler High who is rated as the top de- 
fensive back in the nation by one publica- 
tion after snagging seven interceptions with 
74 tackles as a safety in his junior season. 
An Atlanta Journal Super 11 selection, 
Capers also ran for 1,800 yards as a junior 
to earn all-state honors. Alabama, Auburn, 
Florida, Georgia, Georgia Tech and 
Tennessee are said to rank high with him. 

A quick, powerful all-state running back 
for Savannah Calvary Baptist, David 
Glisson stands 5-9 and weighs 190 
pounds. Glisson rushed for 1,370 yards 
with 18 touchdowns as a junior, and is con- 
sidered a hard man to bring down with a 
single shot. South Carolina, Clemson, 
Georgia, Florida and Florida State are the 
most consistently-mentioned names on his 
ever-changing list of schools. 

Amel Jackson entered his senior sea- 
son as the top running back prospect in the 
state. He ran for 1,780 yards with 38 
touchdowns at Marietta High School, and 
has 4.5-second speed in the 40-yard dash. 
A fractured kneecap set Jackson back last 


spring, but recovered in time to start the 
season. A national champion long jumper 
in track, Jackson has a brother playing at 
Ball State. Alabama joins a long list that in- 
cludes Georgia, Georgia Tech, Washington, 
Colorado and Notre Dame, among others, 
in the hunt for the services of this Atlanta 
Journal Super 11 pick. 

Albany Monroe High running back 
Antonio ‘oy is a 5-9, 200-pound run- 
ning back rated as the top prospect in the 
state's southwest region. He played on the 
defensive line as a junior, and also ran for 
819 yards and scored 68 points. He is a 
powerhouse, straight-ahead runner who 
doesn't go down easy. A state wrestling 
champion, Leroy is said to be leaning to- 
ward Florida State. 

Chad Parker is a 6-2, 190-pound quar- 
terback for Adairsville High who has 4.8- 
second speed in the 40-yard dash and a 
strong arm. Parker completed 116 of 227 
passes for 1,726 yards and 11 touchdowns 
with just three interceptions as a junior. 
Parker has a brother at Georgia Tech, and 
is said to be considering South Carolina, 
Georgia and Auburn, among others. 

Wide receiver Harie Robinson of 
Athens Cedar Shoals High is rated tops in 
the state at his position by most scouts. 
The 6-foot, 160-pound speedster clears 40 
yards in 4.4 seconds, and caught 20 passes 
as a junior for 347 yards and five touch- 
downs. An excellent runner and jumper in 
track, Robinson is said to be considering 
Alabama, Georgia, Vanderbilt, South 
Carolina, Georgia Tech and Tennessee. 

Derrick Steagall is a 6-2, 195-pound 
quarterback-defensive back at Newnan 
High. A wing-T option quarterback who 
may be more suited to other offensive skill 
positions, Steagall passed for 617 yards 
and ran for more than 1,000 as a junior. 
Already a college qualifier and a standout in 
basketball and track, Steagall is reportedly 
considering Alabama, Clemson, Florida and 
Tennessee. 

Tommy Willis is a 6-2, 180-pound 
quarterback with 4.4-second speed in the 
40 for Coach Lloyd Bohannon at Griffin 
High. Willis ran for 550 yards and passed 
for 747 as a junior, and expects to switch 
to wideout or defensive back in college. 
The brother of former Alabama women's 
basketball player Kendra Willis, he counts 

bama, Georgia, East Carolina, Clemson 
and Florida among his top choices. 

Kentucky 

The story is always the same in 
Kentucky. For every dozen or two basket- 
ball prospects there will be a football 
prospect, one usually anxious to flee the 
Bluegrass State for greener football pas- 
tures. Until the state develops the same af- 
fection for three-point field goals it has for 
three-point jump shots, things aren't likely 
to change. 

Considered the top prospect in the state 
by most accounts, Donnell Gordon is a 6- 
foot, 185-pound running back from South 
Oldham High, where he entered his senior 
season with more than 3,000 career yards. 
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Gordon rushed for almost 1,500 yards for 
a 1-9 team as a junior, and had a four- 
touchdown game as a senior. 

Ron Hardin is a 6-2, 227-pound full- 
back from state powerhouse Louisville 
Trinity who has size, quickness and 
strength. Hardin ran for more than 1,000 
yards and 14 touchdowns as a junior, and 
blocks the way they teach it at clinics. The 
brother of a former Purdue player, Hardin 
may head north to Notre Dame, Penn 
State, Ohio State or Indiana, but Alabama 
is also high on his list. 


Louisiana 

LSU Head Coach Curley Hallman has a 
tough job ahead of him if he is going to sell 
Louisiana high school skill position players 
on the prospects of playing for the Bengal 
Tigers. He played a large number of fresh- 
men at the skill positions in 1992 and the 
result seems to be that a bumper crop of 
runners and passers and catchers and de- 
fensive backs are looking elsewhere. 

Derrick Beavers is a 5-7, 156-pound 
running back with 4.4-second speed for 
Coach Mac Barousse at Lafayette Carencro 
High. He has_run a 10.5-second 100- 
meter dash in track and was an all-state se- 
lection with more than 2,500 yards as a 
sophomore and junior. Beavers is said to be 
considering Alabama, LSU, Houston, 
Texas A&M and Tennessee. 

Injuries slowed Baton Rouge Catholic 
running back Warrick Dunn as a junior, 
but he managed 485 rushing yards and 
nearly 30 yards per-return on kicks and 
punts, Dunn stands 5-10, 175 pounds, and 
has 4.45-second speed in the 40-yard 
dash. He is considered a leader, and also 
rates mention as a defensive back. 

Running back Kevin Franklin is a 5- 
10, 175-pounder from Baton Rouge 
Catholic High who puts his 4.41-second 
speed to good use. A state champion 
sprinter, he ran for nearly 900 yards as a 
junior with 12 touchdowns. A very quick, 
explosive player, he overcame an ankle in- 
jury to make his mark as a junior. 

Tyrone Frazier is a 6-1, 175-pound 
quarterback-cornerback for Coach John 
Shoptaugh at Shreveport Woodlawn High 
School. Frazier is a two-year starter who 
ran for more than 800 yards as a junior 
with more than 200 ek passing. A ver- 
satile player who could end up on either 
side of the ball, Frazier has uncles who 

layed at Tulane and Northwestern. He 
ists LSU, Texas A&M, Arkansas, Alabama 
and Miami among his choices for college. 

Courtney Garner is a 6-foot, 185- 
pound linebacker and safety for Coach 
Steve Costa at New Orleans Warren Easton 
High. Garner made three interceptions 
with 115 return yards and 35 tackles as a 
junior, and is considered a big hitter. His fa- 
ther, mother and brother all attended 
Alabama A&M, and he lists Alabama, LSU, 
Tulane, Southern Miss and a number of 
other schools on his list. 

Ernest Lazard is a 6-foot, 225-pound 
fullback for Coach Mac Barousse at 
Lafayette Carencro, where he leads the 


tA 


Tyrone Frazier Curtis Alexander 


way for Beavers. A three-year starter who 
can bench press 385 pounds, Lazard ran 
for more than 1,300 yards as a junior. 
Lazard lists LSU, Texas A&M, Alabama, 
and Tennessee as his college choices. 

A big-time point guard prospect in bas- 
ketball, Lawrence Nixon will have to 
choose between sports. The 5-11, 190- 
pound running back from Jennings High 
School ran for more than 2,200 yards with 
22 touchdowns as a junior and caught 16 
passes for 317 yards and four touchdowns. 
Nixon's biggest drawback is his lack of blaz- 
i 


ing speed. 

Gene Ridgely is a 6-1, 180-pound wide 
receiver-defensive back at Marriero Shaw 
High School who caught 25 passes for 315 
yards and six touchdowns as a junior. 
Ridgely played defense for the first time as 
a senior, and showed real promise. A physi- 
cal player on both sides of the ball, Ridgely 
lists LSU, Florida, Southern Miss and 
Kansas among his top choices. 

Jermaine Sharp is a 5-11, 185-pound 
running back for Coach Micah Harper at 
Monroe Ouchita Christian High. Sharp has 
been timed at better than 4.4 in the 40- 
yard dash, and ran for almost 2,100 yards 
with 33 touchdowns as a junior. The four- 
year starter has a learning disability, and 
may have problems qualifying academically. 

Mississippi 

Just as the talent pool in the Magnolia 
State has blossomed, the three state 
schools vying for those prospects have 
raised the stakes in the recruiting game. 
Mississippi State, Ole Miss and Southern 
Miss have had moderate bowl-level success 
in recent memory, and the competition 
among Coaches Jackie Sherrill, ag 
Brewer and Jeff Bower has heated in an ef- 
fort to build on that foundation. 

Eli Anding is a 6-1,180-pound quarter- 
back from New Albany Daniel High School 
who has 4.8-second speed in the 40-yard 
dash. Anding passed for more than 1,100 
yards with 10 touchdowns as a junior, and 
accounted for six more scores on the 
ground. Anding has 4.7-second speed and 
had a 14-to-5 touchdown/interception 
ratio as a junior. 

A 6-1, 190-pound running back with 4.4- 
second speed, Eric Booth used his speed 
and vision to run for more than 1,100 yards 
for Bassfield High School. A state sprint 
champion in track, Booth is one of 
Mississippi's top dozen prospects in the 
state. Booth also shows promise on defense, 
and could end up in the defensive backfield. 
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Ta-Boris Fisher is a 5-10, 170-pound 
wide receiver for Coach Willie Collins at 
Jackson Provine High. He has been timed 
at 4.4 in the 40-yard dash, and caught 26 
passes at flanker as a junior. On defense, 
he ‘made the move to cornerback from 
safety for his senior season, where his 
speed and instincts could best be utilized. 
He was a standout at last summer's Ole 
Miss camp. 

Nakia Greer is a 5-10, 205-pound run- 
ning back for Coach Anthony Jenkins at 
Hernando High School, where he ran for 
more than 1,800 yards with 23 touch- 
downs as a junior. He entered his senior 
season with more than 4,000 yards, and 
was a Dandy Dozen selection by the 
Jackson Clarion-Ledger. Also a standout 
at defensive back and linebacker, Greer 
likes contact and is said to consider 
Southeastern Conference schools along 
with Notre Dame, UCLA and Michigan. 

Some scouts rate Kobia Jenkins as the 
state's top athlete. The wide receiver-defen- 
sive back for Jackson Murrah High stands 
6-3, 180 pounds, and 4.5-second speed in 
the 40-yard dash. He is said to have been 
contacted by the likes of Mississippi State, 
Tennessee, Miami, Ole Miss and Banca, 

Exciting Keffer McGee is a talented 
wide receiver-running back who stands 5- 
10, 185 pounds. He has 4.5-second speed 
and totalled 2,817 yards in offense for 
Columbus West Lowndes High as a junior. 
He caught 52 passes for 1,120 yards, ran 
for 986 yards, and had a combined 706 
yards in kickoff and punt returns, account- 
ing for 17 touchdowns. Widely recruited 
throughout the region, McGee's biggest 
drawback is in academics. 

Kirk Presley is a 6-2, 190-pound quar- 
terback at Tupelo High School, where he 
plays for Coach James Sloan. An outstand- 
ing baseball prospect who may have a 
chance to play professionally, Presley took 
his team to a Class 5A state championship 
as a junior, passing for 1,500 yards and 18 
touchdowns in his first season as a starter. 
Schools without a solid baseball program 
need not apply. 

Another Mississippi running back 
prospect, Lee Ragsdale, is also a state 
top-12 prospect for Coach Bill Ward at 
Pelahatchie High School. Ragsdale is a 6- 
1, 185-pounder with good speed who also 
excels at linebacker. He ran for 2,227 

ards as a junior with 24 touchdowns, and 
ie a 610-pound squat maximum. He has 
strength and power; and could probably 
add weight in college. 

Roger Reed is a 6-2, 174-pound quar- 
terback at Greenville St. Joseph High, 
where he completed 155 of 298 passes for 
2,360 yards and 24 touchdowns with 14 
interceptions as a junior. He entered his se- 
nior season with more than 4,300 career 
passing yards and 50 touchdowns, and was 
attracting national recruiting attention. 

South Carolina 

South Carolina, like Kentucky, has had a 
knack for producing a small handful of true 
gems each recruiting go-around, but with 
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Clemson and South Carolina competing 
and Atlantic Coast Conference schools 
within recruiting reach, it’s unlikely that 
other Southeastern Conference schools will 
be setting aside large parts of their budgets 
to blanket the state in a talent search. 

Perez Mattison is a 6-2, 180-pound 
quarterback for Coach Ted Lukadoo at 
Anderson Westside High School. A pro- 
style drop-back passer, Mattison also has 
the ability to run the option or sprint out 
with his 4.7-second speed. He was only 
sacked once as a junior, when he passed 
for nearly 2,000 yards, and also plays soc- 
cer and basketball. Mattison has not nar- 
rowed his college choices. 

Running back Nathan Perryman of 
Columbia High is 5-10, 170, with 4.5-sec- 
ond speed. An all-state selection with more 
than 1,500 yards rushing, Perryman also 
made waves as a return man with his ex- 
ceptional speed and stop-start explosive- 
ness. Perryman is said to be considering 
Alabama, Georgia Tech, Miami, Georgia, 
Auburn and Colorado. 

Tennessee 

It will be interesting to see if Tennessee 
high school football players are more inter- 
ested in playing for Phil Fulmer than for 
the legendary Johnny Majors, who was 
forced out as head coach at Tennessee this 

ear. Alabama's starting lineup boasts a 

andful of Tennesseans and the Volunteer 
State could be good to Alabama again this 
year if reports are accurate. 

Curtis Alexander, a 6-foot, 190-pound 
running back for Coach Stanley Collins at 
Memphis Whitehaven High, is rated as 
high as third among state prospects by 
some services. He used his 4.4-second 
speed to run for 1,500 yards as a junior, 
and was also a standout in track, but really 
opened eyes by setting a Shelby County 
record with 2,379 ground yards as a se- 
nior. Alexander is considering Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Ole Miss and Penn State. 

Quarterback Calvin Blade, a 6-2, 200- 
pounder from Somerville Fayette-Ware 
High School, completed 115 of 233 pass- 
es for almost 1,900 yards for a losing 
team. He will likely move to wideout or de- 
fensive back in college. A gifted athlete 
with 4.45-second speed, Blade may have 
his best football ahead of him. 

Travis Cozart, a 6-2, 205-pound run- 
ning back for Coach David Berrong at 
Lenoir City High, is a top-five prospect in 
the state who also turns heads with his 
work at free safety. Cozart has 4.48 speed 
in the 40-yard dash, and is a four-year 
starter in basketball and a three-year starter 
in football. The cousin of former Tennessee 
Vol Bruce Wilkerson, he lists Tennessee, 
Alabama, Florida State, UCLA and 
Georgia Tech among his college choices. 

Quarterback Brian Davis, a 6-3, 190- 
pounder from Murfreesboro Riverdale, 
rates as the top signal-caller in the 
Volunteer State. He finished his senior reg- 
ular season with an 81-percent completion 
percentage for 1,600 yards and 29 touch- 
downs. A three-year starter, he is a drop- 
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Trot Nixon 


back passer who has been courted by 
Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia Tech and 
Notre Dame. 

Erik Gardner, a 6-2, 220-pound bruis- 
er of a running back, comes from tradition- 
ally-strong Nashville Stratford High School, 
which sent Cory Fleming to Tennessee. 
Also a standout at linebacker, Gardner has 
4.5-second speed. He ran for 1,183 yards 
as a senior for Coach Bubba Spears, but 
may have problems cop ig es © 

‘Desmond King, a 6-1, 165-pound de- 
fensive back from Murfreesboro Riverdale 
High, caught the attention of scouts out to 
see quarterback Davis. While he needs to 
gain weight, King is a natural athlete with 
4.5-second speed in the 40-yard dash who 
rates as a sleeper. 

Defensive back Tori Noel, a 6-3, 185- 
pound top-10 prospect from Memphis 
Melrose High, is considered the top cover 
man in the state. He has 4.55-second 
speed, and used it to compile 25 career in- 
terceptions. Noel is considering Alabama, 
Penn State, UCLA, Michigan and others. 

Ronnie Pillow, a 6-foot, 185-pound 
running back from Columbia Central High, 
is considered the state’s top prospect. He 
has 4.4-second speed in the 40 and ran for 
1,659 yards as a senior. A starting quard 
on a state tournament basketball team, 
Pillow will choose from among Alabama, 
Tennessee and Oklahoma. 

Defensive back Demond Stone, a 6-3, 
180-pounder with 4.6-second speed from 
Lebanon High, projects as a safety but hits 
like a linebacker. Also a talented receiver 
and kick returner, Stone is a standout in 
track and an all-state selection. He is said to 
be considering Tennessee, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Alabama, Georgia Tech and 
North Carolina 


[ is the nature of Alabama's football name 
that the Tide can attract prospects na- 
tionwide. Although that has not been the 
Bama style over the years, the search for 
talent (and, even more than that, speed) ap- 
parently has the Alabama football recruiting 
boundaries extended significantly this year. 
The national championship run has raised 
the Tide's already-high profile throughout 
the land, so Alabama can stretch its recruit- 
ing boundaries with some confidence. Here 
is a look at some prospects in other states 
who have been linked to the Crimson Tide. 
North Carolina 

While it is easy to think of North Carolina 

as a sort of ACC Kentucky, a basketball 


Travis Cozart 


state, North Carolina has a larger popula- 
tion and has traditionally had a number of 
good football players as well as basketball 
standouts. A problem for outsiders in re- 
cruiting is there are so many schools in 
North Carolina. 

Octavus Barnes, a 6-2, 194-pound 
wide receiver from Hunt High in Wilson, 
left the Tide at the altar in basketball, 
where he announced he would cast his lot 
with Coach David Hobbs before failing to 
sign in the early signing period. An out- 
standing athlete who plays quarterback on 
offense, Barnes runs a 4.65-second 40- 
yard dash and pepe tras piorvennedy 

ing and running as a sophomore. 
[ip ic cold to bo a lenler on the fie! anid on 
the court, and can choose his sport. 

Brandon Davis, a safety at Anson 
County High, 6-2, 190, is considered one 
of the best at his position in the South. 
Davis is a three-year starter with 4.5-sec- 
ond speed in the 40-yard dash. He moved 
from Georgia before his senior season, but 
didn't have to leave a forwarding address 
for recruiters. 

Jay Graham, a 6-1, 215-pound running 
back from Concord High School, ran for 
1,875 yards with 29 touchdowns as a ju- 
nior, He has run 100 meters in 10.4 sec- 
onds and is already qualified academically. 
Clemson, Notre Dame, Michigan, Penn 
State and Florida seemed to be in front at 
last report. 

Quarterback Trot Nixon, a 6-2, 195- 
pounder at Wilmington New Hanover 
High, is considered one of the top 
prospects in the Atlantic Coast Conference 
region. He passed for more than 2,100 
yards and 24 touchdowns as a junior, and 
completed 70 percent of his passes. A solid 
student who also rates as a baseball 
prospect as a hitter and pitcher, Nixon had 
planned to visit South Carolina, North 
Carolina State, Alabama, Tennessee and 
North Carolina. He was in Bamia's football 
camp last summer. 

Antwain Patrick, a 6-1, 193-pound 
running back at Wilmington New Hanover 
High, gives Nixon an alternative to throw- 
ing. He got little pre-season recognition, 
but has b as a senior. Patrick runs 
a 4.4-second 40-yard dash and ran for 
more than 1,400 yards with 19 touch- 
downs as a junior. Alabama joins a long list 
of ACC schools on his list. 


Texas 

Texas has always been considered one of 
the top states for producing football play- 
ers. It is a large population state in which 
high school football is very important. With 
only one Texas school, Texas A&M, doing 
well in football these days, the schoolboys 
may be looking outside the borders. 
Alabama has a Texan as head football 
coach and a couple of Texas players on the 
Bama squad and is apparently involved 
with a number from the Lone Star State 
this year. 

dames Brown, a 6-1, 170-pound quar- 
terback at Beaumont West Brook High, has 
attracted attention after being named 
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Junior Player of the Year in the Houston 
area. He passed for 1,530 yards and 15 
touchdowns while rushing for 800 yards 
and 16 touchdowns as a junior, turning 
heads with his scrambling ability and big- 
play potential. Brown is an honor student 


who is reportedl 


considering. Houston, 
Texas, UCLA, 


ichigan and Tennessee, 
among others. 


Chris Carter, a 6-3, 195-pound defen- 
sive back at John Tyler High inTyler, has 
4,.55-second speed and is a cousin of Joe 
Carter of the Toronto Blue Jays. He made 
126 tackles with eight interceptions as a ju- 
nior, and is a solid student with a track 
pedigree. Carter’s list includes most of the 
Southwest Conference, Kansas, Michigan 

others. 

Cikai Champion, a 5-11,.190-pound 
running back at John Tyler High in Tyler, is 
an honor student with a 4.0 grade-point 
average. He is also an outstanding runner 
with 4.5-second speed who ran for 790 
yards and 10 touchdowns as a junior. 
Champion is said to be mulling offers from 
Texas, Baylor, Texas A&M, Houston and 
Texas Christian. 

Leon Clark, a 5-10, 185-pound mun- 
ning back at Garland High School, made 
all-state as a junior with 1,581 rushing 
yards and 23 touchdowns. He is well-condi- 
tioned and a collision-type runner who also 
has 4.47-second speed to burn. Clark 
caught 30 passes out of the backfield, and 
is said to be considering Alabama, 
Arkansas, Georgia, Vanderbilt and 
Colorado. Clark visited Alabama practice 
last spring when it was thought his family 
might be moving to Montgomery, but 
Texas reports now say his family is not 
moving to Alabama. 

Chris Dickerson is a 6-2, 220-pound 
fullback who played his prep football in 
Pennsylvania at Concordville Glen Mills. He 
has 4.5 speed and is an able blocker. 


Although Dickerson suffered a knee injury 
in a game against Valdosta (Georgia), he is 
still being highly-recruited. 

alent-loaded John Tyner High also pro- 
duces defensive back Mike Jones, a 6-1, 
180-pounder with 4.55 speed. He is a 
good cover man with good hands, and is 
also an accomplished kick returner. 

Running back Mickey Martin, a 6-2, 
190-pounder with 4.5-second speed from 
Dallas White High, is attracting national at- 
tention and is rated by some as the top run- 
ning back prospect in the state. He is an 
outstanding track athlete and a starter in 
basketball who earned all-state honors 
while running for more than 1,700 yards 
with 24 touchdowns as a junior. Michigan, 
California, Florida State and Florida are just 
a few of the schools said to be courting 


him. 

Corey McLane, a 6-1, 192-pound de- 
fensive back at Dallas Lake Highlands, is a 
blue-chipper with 4.4-second speed in the 
40-yard dash and great leaping ability. He 
made seven interceptions as a junior and is 
a big hitter who also makes a splash as a 
kick returner. McLane’s long list includes 
several Southwest Conference schools, the 
big three in Florida, Clemson, Georgia, 

abama, Syracuse and others. 

Damien Vallery, a 6-1, 190-pound de- 
fensive back for Houston MacArthur High, 
is a hard inside runner who has been 
clocked at 4.3 seconds in the 40-yard dash. 
He is a tremendous hitter on defense and a 
top-flight running back on offense. Texas 
A&M may lead, but others on his list in- 
clude Alabama, Ohio State and Arizona 
State. 

Miscellaneous 
It may be that nothing makes a statement 
about Alabama football recruiting this year 
than the names of some of the nation’s top 
prospects who have been linked with the 
Crimson Tide. Here are some outstanding 


skill position players from out of the 
Southeast said to be considering Bama. 

Rated by many as the top running back 
prospect in Big 8 territory, and perhaps the 
nation, James Allen stands 6-1 and 
weighs 198. The all-state pick from 
Wynnewood (Oklahoma) High rushed for 
nearly 2,000 yards as a junior, and has 
heavyweights like Alabama, Miami, Notre 
Dame and Florida State, as well as 
Oklahoma, on his list. 

Rockhurst High in Kansas City, Missouri, 
has a nifty defensive back in Tony 
Blevins, who has 4.5 speed and made 
seven interceptions as a junior. He has list- 
ed Alabama, Missouri, Oklahoma, Notre 
Dame, Texas and Colorado on a long list of 
college choices. 

Robert Farmer is a 6-1, 210-pound 
fullback from Bolingbrook, Illinois. He is 
the top running back prospect in the 
Chicago area, and ran for more than 
1,400 yards with 18 touchdowns as a ju- 
nior. Alabama joins Stanford, Georgia, 
Notre Dame UCLA and others among 
his choices. 

A two-way all-state pick at linebacker and 
fullback, Ron Janes of Shelbina, Missouri, 
South Shelby has 4.5 speed in the 40 and 
averaged more than seven tackles per 
game in a 1,000-yard rushing season. 

All-around athlete Carl McCullough is 
primarily liked as a fullback at St. Paul, 
Minnesota, Cretin Derham Hall, but could 
end up at a number of positions at 6-3, 
210 pounds. 

Emmett Mosley is a 5-9, 180-pound 
running back from Mullen Prep in Denver. 
He was an all-state junior and comes from 
the top program in his state, He ran for 
more than 1,500 yards as a junior and dis- 
played exceptional skills catching passes 
out of the backfield. He also has had con- 
tact with Michigan, Miami, Washington, 
Notre Dame and Stanford. 


edition commemorative pennant. 
These handsome 12 x 30 inch pennants are 
produced of fine wool in the classic collegiate 
style. The distinct design includes 


Pennant(s) @ $10.95 each .............000005 $ 
Illinois residents add 7% sales taX.,......sess000 ; 5 
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P.O. Box 1611, Barrington, IL 60011 
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a full review of Alabama’s national championship sea- 
sons. The Alabama Centennial Pennant will be a compli- 
ment to any Bama den, office, bedroom or RV. 
A superb gift idea and collector’s item that will be cher- 
ished for years to come. 

Quantities are limited 


Alabama Centennial Pennant 
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Coach Of The Year 

Alabama Head Football Coach Gene 
Stallings has been named national coach of 
the year by the Football Writers Association 
of America. Stallings was presented the 
Paul “Bear” Bryant Award in Houston 
December 10. Stallings was selected in na- 
tional voting over Glen Mason of Kansas, 
Tom Coughlin of Boston College and last 

ear’s winner, Don James of Washington. 

aturally it was much-noted that Stallings 
played for Bryant at Texas A&M, coached 
under him at Alabama, defeated him (when 
Stallings was head coach at A&M) in the 
1968 Cotton Bowl, and now coaches 
where Bryant won most (232) of his record 
323 head coaching victories. 

Although it would seem that Stallings 
would run away in this competition, the 
voting was done in early November. At that 
time all four nominees had excellent 
records: Coughlin, 7-0-1 before losing two 
of three November games; James, 8-0 be- 
fore losing two of his last three games; and 
Mason, 7-1 before losing his last three 
games. 

Stallings was also named coach of the year 
by the Pigskin Club of Washington, D.C. 


Player Honors 

It has been a good year for Alabama foot- 
ball players to receive individual honors, some- 
thing that seems to go with 12-0 seasons. 

The leaders are defensive ends Eric Curry 
and John Copeland, both named to several 
All-America teams, including both being 
named first team All-America by both the 
Associated Press, Walter Camp and Kodak- 
Coaches. Curry was also named defensive 
player of the year by Chevrolet for ABC- 
TV, the Pigskin Club of Washington, D.C., 
United Press International. 

Nine Bama players were named All- 
Southeastern Conference. They are Curry, 
Copeland, Lemanski Hall, Antonio 
Langham, Derrick Lassic, Antonio London, 
Derrick Oden, Tobie Sheils and George 
Teague. 


Financially Successful, Too 

Alabama athletics teams have been suc- 
cessful on the field, and the result is a 
healthy bottom line in the athletics business 
office and a windfall for the academics side 
of The University. 

“We are at the top or near the top in 
(athletics department) budget revenues,” 
from a national standpoint, Alabama 
Athletics Director Hootie Ingram told the 
Birmingham Post-Herald. Ingram and 
University Vice President for Financial 
Affairs Bob Wright provided figures to the 
newspaper showing Alabama's athletics de- 
partment revenues for 1991-92 were $20 
million. Of that, the athletics department 
paid The University $3.5 million for all 
men's and women's scholarships. 

Last year the athletics department donat- 
ed $400,000 to academics and that 
amount may double this year. 

Alabama is one of the nation's few state 
universities (and the only one in the state of 
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Alabama) that has never used state tax 
money for athletics. 


More Games 

There are more games ahead for 
Alabama senior football players. In addition 
to the record eight Tide players ey 
announced for the Senior Bowl, Eric Curry 
and John Copeland will play in the Japan 
Bowl, Curry will play in the Hula Bowl, and 
Copan will play in the East-West Shrine 

e. 


The National Scene 

Football News, which concentrates on 
professional football coverage with most of 
its college football stories on Michigan (the 
publication is Detroit-based) and Notre 
Dame, had a few interesting items for 
Alabama followers in its December 15 
issue. 

In addition to one paragraph on Bama’s 
upcoming Sugar Bowl meeting with Miami 
for the national championship and one 
paragraph each on Bama’s victories over 
Auburn and over Florida for the 
Southeastern Conference championship, 
the publication had its annual Freshman All- 
America and Sophomore All-America 
teams. Michael Proctor was the placekicker 
on the freshman squad, while linebacker 
Michael Rogers was first team and offensive 
guard Jon Stevenson was second team on 
the soph squad. 

There was also a question and answer in- 
terview with Lee Corso of ESPN. Asked 
who did the best college coaching job in 
1993, Corso said: 

“Gene Stallings at Alabama, without 
question in my mind. He’s got a good foot- 
ball team. He started out 0-3 at Bama. | 
think he's won like 21 or 22 in a row now. 
He’s consistently sound, wins the big games 
with basic, good football players, not great 
players.” 

Corso was also asked about Stallings’ 
handling of David Palmer, who had two 
driving while intoxicated charges against 
him during the year. Corso said: 

“| think he handled it nicely. He gave the 
kid, I think, one or two chances. He gave 
him one chance after he put him away for 
awhile. And I think that’s what | would have 
liked to have done. I think he did a nice job 
on that." 

One of the truly intelligent sports journal- 
ists in the nation is the publication's Norris 

erson, who writes a column from his 
home in Miami. Anderson wrote: 


cal approach, the bowl business is getting 
too complicated for me. There was a re- 
freshing time when the old bowl master, 
Bear (Alabama) Bryant, would call me (al- 
ways at dawn) and gre : “Anderson, let's 
you and me figure who's going to play In all 
these damn bowls.” We would, too, and his 
Tide always figured to be playing someone 
for the national elf San gee How many 
remember that Don Shula got the Miami 
Dolphins job in 1970 only after Bear 
turned it down?” 

Football News named Miami's Gino 
Torretta its offensive player of the year, 
Chris Slade of 7-4 Virginia its defensive 
player of the year, and Tom Coughlin of 
Boston College its coach of the Nigel (proba- 
bly because the Eagles played Notre Dame 
to a 7-54 nail-biter). 


Hobbs Debut 

New Alabama Head Basketball Coach 
David Hobbs, Bama's 17th head basketball 
coach, became the 11th to post a victory In 
his initial game when the Tide defeated 
Wichita State, 93-71, in Coleman Coliseum 
December 1. The win added to Alabama's 
overall record of 68-12 in season-opening 
games and to the mark of 73-7 in home 
openers in Bama's 80 years of basketball 


play. 


Tide A Basketball Power 

Although Alabama is considered primari- 
ly for its football in intercollegiate athletics, 
the basketball program has been pretty 
good over the years. 

Entering this season, Bama had a 1158- 
684-1 record, a winning percentage of 
.628. Only Kentucky and Arkansas among 
Southeastern Conference members have 
better all-time records. In 89 acme of play 
Kentucky has a 1532-503 (75.3 per cent) 
record while Arkansas in 69 years has put 
up a 1145-616 (65 per cent) mark. 

In SEC play only, Kentucky is no longer 
the all-time leader. Arkansas’ one year of 
play in the SEC, a 13-3 record, 81.3 per 
cent, is a better percentage than Kentucky 
has managed in its 59 years of play, 653- 
179 (78.5 per cant Bama is after 
Kentucky, 565-396, 58.8 per cent. 
Tennessee, LSU and Vanderbilt rank behind 
Alabama both in all games and in SEC 
games. 

Kentucky and Arkansas are the only SEC 
teams to have posted a winning record 
against Bama. The Wildcats, who have a 
winning record against every SEC team, 
lead the Tide 83-29, while Arkansas is 8-5 
against Alabama. Otherwise, Alabama's 
record against other SEC teams is: Auburn 
64-38, Florida 65-40, Georgia 79-36, LSU 
75-53, Ole Miss 94-35, Mississippi State 
94-52, South Carolina 8-1, Tennessee 58- 
56 and Vanderbilt 59-46. 


About That Basketball Tie 

Alabama basketball records show that the 
lone tie In Crimson Tide history came in 
1919 when Bama and Birmingham 
Southern battled to a 24-24 tie. The teams 
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played one overtime period, but, according 
to Alabama records, Southern refused to play 
another and the game was declared a tie. 


All-Tournament 

Alabama's Niesa Johnson and Yolanda 
Watkins opened the 1992-93 women's bas- 
ketball season by making the All- 
Tournament team at Louisiana Tech's Lady 
Techster Dial Classic. 

Johnson, the 1992 national Freshman of 
the Year, scored 19 points and had five 
steals in the Tide’s opening win over Delta 
State, then had 20 points in a losing effort 
against the nationally-ranked home team. 
Watkins, considered the nation’s top 
prospect last year at Decatur, had an out- 
standing college debut, scoring 13 points 
and pulling down 11 rebounds in the open- 
er, then adding 25 points and nine rebounds 
in the championship game. She was 13 for 
13 from the free throw line and also had 
three blocked shots against Louisiana Tech. 


On The Air 

The Alabama women's basketball team of 
Coach Rick Moody is among the nation’s 
top-ranked teams and, as a result, is getting 
more exposure. Three television dates have 
been secured for the Tide women's team this 
season. 

Alabama will appear live on the Florida 
Sunshine Network in its January 2 game at 
Florida and on SportSouth in its January 31 
game at Kentucky. Bama’s February 17 
game at Auburn will be broadcast nationally 
on ESPN on a delayed basis with coverage 
at noon central time on February 22. 
Alabama women’s teams have made five 
previous television appearances. 

In Tuscaloosa, al home games and road 
Southeastern Conference games are broad- 
cast by WSPZ-AM (1150) radio and all home 
gues are also broadcast on WVUA-FM 


Golf Signee 
With the exceptions in a handful of large 
population states, few high schools have a 
~ team, and far fewer a girls' golf team. 
result is that many of the nation's top 
high school girls golfers play on the boys’ 
teams, Alabama Head Women’s Golf Coach 
Betty Palmer plucked the captain of the 
boys’ team at Wilson High School in West 
Lawn, Pennsylvania, in the early signing pe- 
riod. The newest member of the Crimson 
Tide women’s team will be Julie Pelchar. 
The National Honor Society student is a 
two-time all-star in boys’ competition, a four- 
time winner of the district championship for 
girls, and a two-time finisher in the top five 
in Pennsylvania in girls competition. She has 
a personal best of even par 70 in competi- 
tion. Julie made the first of her three career 
holes-in-one at age 12. 


Golf Rankings 

The final fall Golfweek national collegiate 
rankings have both the men’s and women's 
teams of Alabama in the top 25. 

The men's team of Coach Dick Spybey, 
which finished last year as number 11 in the 
NCAA Tournament and opened this season 
ranked 12th, finished the fall as the nation's 
14th rated team. That is third best among 
Southeastern Conference teams with 


Arkansas: ranked seventh, Florida eighth. 
Alabama played a particularly rigorous fall 
schedule, going against most of the nation's 
top teams in several tournaments. The Tide 
won one tournament, the Dixie Intercol- 
legiate. Bama was led in every tournament 
by junior Marten Olander, who was also indi- 
vidual champion in the Dixie, 

Coach Betty Palmer’s women's team 
made it into the national rankings for the 
first time since1986 this fall. Bama goes into 
the spring season ranked 21st in the nation. 
The Tide had two second place finishes in 
fall tournaments. 


Tennis Rankings 

Both the Alabama men's and women’s 
tennis teams are rated in the final fall rank- 
ings of the Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association. Coach Karin Gaiser's women’s 
team is ranked 21st, while the men of 
Coach John Kreis are tied for 25th with 
Arizona State. 

Individually, the top-ranked Alabama play- 
ers are the women's doubles team of Titia 
Wilmink and Marouschka van Dijk, who 
have the highest rating in Bama’s 19-year 
history. The pair went from being unranked 
prior to the beginning of the fall season to 
eighth in the nation. The pair turned in a 
14-4 record and won the South Region 
championship and were finalists at the 
Riviera All-American Tournament, a Grand 
Slam event. Bama's top individual ranking 
went to Jenny Whalen, rated number 31. 

If the poll is to be believed, tennis in the 
Southeastern Conference will be particularly 
challenging. Ten of the 12 men’s teams are 
ranked in the top 25 with only Auburn and 
Vanderbilt amitted. Florida is the nation’s 
number-one ranked women's team after its 
30-0 record and national championship last 
year, and seven SEC teams are ranked in the 
top 25. Two other SEC women’s teams, 
Auburn and South Carolina, received votes, 
but weren't ranked. Additionally, Mississippi 
State's Daniel Courcol is ranked as the num- 
ber one men’s college player, while Paloma 
Collantes of Ole Miss is rated number one 


among women (just until Florida's Lisa 
Raymond, who played on the Virginia Slims 
tour in the fall, returns to college play and 
regains her number one ranking). 


Swim Rankings 

Both the Alabama men's and women’s 
swimming and diving teams of Coach Jonty 
Skinner have sg national rankings in the 
pre-season College Swimming Coaches of 
America poll. The Tide men are rated 17th, 
while the Bama women are 19th. 


Skinner Named 

Alabama Head Swimming and Diving 
Coach Jonty Skinner has been named to the 
coaching staff of the United States Pan 
Pacific National Team. The United States 
team will be competing in Kobe, Japan, dur- 
ing August, 1993. Skinner, who placed two 
swimmers (gold medalists Jon Olsen and 
Angel Martino) on the 1992 United States 
Olympic team, is considered one of the top 
swimming coaches in the nation. 


Stallings’ First Head Job 

For years one of the favorite sports trivia 
questions has been: What was Steve Sloan's 
first head coaching job? The answer is that 
he was named Alabama's head golf coach 
prior to the 1969 season when he was also 
an assistant football coach for the Crimson 
Tide. Sloan went on to be head football 
coach at Vanderbilt, Texas Tech, Ole Miss 
and Duke, before becoming athletics director 
at Alabama and North Texas State (where he 
now serves). 

That should make the answer to this ques- 
tion easy. What was Gene Stallings’ first 
head coaching job? He was Alabama's head 
golf coach from 1958 through 1960 when 
he, too, was a Bama assistant football coach. 
The Stallings’ dual match record: 11-13. 
Stallings went on to be head football coach 
at Texas A&M, a longtime assistant coach 
with the Dallas Cowboys of the National 
Football League, and head coach of the St. 
Louis/Phoenix Cardinals of the NFL before 
returning to Alabama in 1990. 


“Thanks For The Memories” 
Coach 
e Alabama A 


suggestion of Coach Bryant shortly after 
the death of Pat Trammell, is a non-profit 
organization which provides assistance for 
the families of former Crimson Tide ath- 


Scholarship Program of the Alabama 
Sports Hall of Fame. 


A fund-raising project of the Foundation is 
a book of the memories of many of Coach 
Bryant's former players, assistant coaches 
and other associates. This 9x12 150- 
page, beautiful! d volume featuring a 
gold metalique bust of Coach Bryant on 
the cover, is available only through the 
“A" Club Foundation. There are over 200 
personal memories about Coach Bryant in 
this volume from the men who knew him 
and loved him best. 
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Bryant’s Football Family 


n addition to the stirring memories o' 
many of Alabama's football greats, the 
book includes dozens of rare photographs 
and an introductory biography of 
Bryant written by "BAMA editor Kirk 

cNair. 


Two editions are available: The Standard 
with an embossed Alabama Crimson 
leatherette cover at $45 and the Deluxe 
with an embossed pigskin grained cover at 
$65. Prices include taxes and shipping. 


“Coach Bryant's Football Fa 
be ordered by mail by writing “A” 
Foundation, P.O. Box 1961, Tuscaloosa, 
AL 35403, or purchased at the office of 
Foundation President Tommy Brooker, 910 
21st Ave., Tuscaloosa. Telephone (205) 
345-2345 for information. Be sure to in- 
clude your name and mailing address and a 
daytime telephone number. 


” may 
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Men's Basketball 
Date/ OPPONENT Time/ 
UA Score Opp. Score 
91 *Russian- -American/High 5 Es 
86 *Ukraine National 

93 Wichita State ; t 
70 Washington State @ B'ham 68 
86 Southern Miss 76 


Dec. 19 @ Old Dominion TBA 
Dec. 22 @ Virginia 6:30 
Cable Car Classic 
Dec. 29 Rhode Island 10:30 
Dec. 30 Santa Clara or Harvard TBA 
dan. 2 @ Vanderbilt 7:30 
Jan.4 Tennessee State 7:30 
Jan.6 Louisiana State 7:30 
Jan.9 Texas A&M 1:30 
Jan. 12 @ Arkansas 8:40 
Jan. 16 Ole Miss 3:00 
dan..19 Kentucky 8:40 
Jan. 23 @ Mississippi State 3:00 
Jan, 27 Auburn 7:30 
Feb. 1 East Carolina 7:30 
Feb.3 @ Florida 6:30 
Feb.6 @ Tennessee 6:30 
Feb. 13 Arkansas 2:00 
Feb. 17 Georgia 7:00 
Feb. 20 @ Ole Miss 3:00 
Feb, 23 @ Louisiana State 8:40 
Feb. 27 South Carolina 1:30 
March 3 @ Auburn 7:00 
March 6 Mississippi State TBA 
March 11-14 SEC Tournament 

at Lexington 
“Exhibtion game 
All times central 


Men’s Swimming 


Date/ OPPONENT Time/ 
UA Score p. Score 
209 Delta State 72 
209 Northeast Louisiana 161 
169 Clemson 123 
109 Louisiana State 133 


Nov. 20-21 Gator Invitational 


dan. 6- All-America Diving Invit. 
dan. 10 @ Austin 
Jan. 9-10 Tide Invitational 
dan. 15 South Carolina 4:00 
dan. 15 Texas 4:00 
dan. 23 Georgia @ Knoxville 11:00 
Jan. 23 @ Tennessee 11:00 
Feb. 6 Red-White Intrasquad TBA 
Feb. 17- SEC Championships 
Feb. 20 @ Fayetteville All Day 
March 6 Auburn TBA 
March 7 Alabama Invitational TBA 
March 11-13 NCAA Diving Prelims 
March 25-27 NCAA Championships 

@ Indianapolis All Day 
30 


Date/ OPPONENT Time/ 
UA Score Opp. Score 
76 *eAthletes In Action 92 
Dial Classic @ Ruston, La. 
91 Delta State 71 
72 Louisiana Tech 93 
70 Vanderbilt 87 
Dec. 15 Austin Peay 7:00 
Shoney's Classic 
Dec.18 Grambling :00 
Dec, 19 Claniéone or East Illinois State 
St. are: s Classic @ Philadelphia 
Dec. Georgia Tech 7:00 
Dec. 30 St. Joseph's or Fordham 
dan. 2 @ Florida 12:00 
Jan. 5 Xavier of Ohio 7:00 
dan: 9 eSouth Carolina 11:00 a.m. 
Jan, 16 @ Louisiana State 4:15 
Jan.18 @ South Alabama 7:30 
Jan. 21 @ Mercer 6:00 
Jan. 23 —‘ Tennessee 2:00 
Jan. Tulane 7:00 
Jan. 31 @ Kentucky 2:00 
Feb. 3 Eopola Chicege 7:00 
Feb. 6 ississippi State 7:00 
Feb. 8 palachian State 7:00 
Feb.13 = Ole Miss 11:00 a.m. 
Feb.17  @ Auburn 5:00 
Feb.20 Arkansas 7:00 
Feb.25 Oral Roberts 7:00 
Feb.28 @Georgia 1:30 
March 1 @ Alabama State 7:00 
March 5- SEC Tournament 
March 8 @ Chattanooga 
*Exhibtion game 
*Doubleheader with men 


All times central 


Women’s Swimming 


Date/ OPPONENT Time/ 
UA Score Opp. Score 
120 Delta State 53 
120 Northeast Louisiana 27 
187 Clemson 92 
107 Louisiana State 135 


Nov. 20-21 Gator Invitational 
Jan. 6- All-America Diving Invit. 


Jan. 10 @ Austin All Day 
Jan. 9-10 Tide Invitational All Day 
dan. 15 South Carolina rit 
Jan. 15 Texas 4:00 
Jan. 22 Georgia @ Knoxville d a 
dan, 23 Tennessee 

Feb. 6 Red-White Intrasquad TBA 
Feb. 17- SEC Championships 

Feb. 20 @ Fayetteville All Das 
March 6 Auburn TBA 
March 7 Alabama Invitational TBA 


March 11-13 NCAA Diving Prelims 
March 18-20 NCAA Championships 
@ Minneapolis All Day 


Date/ OPPONENT Time/ 
UA Score p. Score 
Jan.16 @ Auburn 7:30 
Jan.22 @Georgia 6:30 
Jan. 30 Kentucky 7:30 
Feb. 6 Alabama Four-Wa' 7:30 
(lowa, Southeast Missouri, Minnesota) 
Feb. Louisiana State 7: 
Feb.19 @ Penn State 6:30 
Feb. 26 Georgia 7:30 
March 5 @ Florida 6:30 
March 13 Auburn 7:30 
March 20 SEC Championships 7:30 
@ Coleman Coliseum 
April 3 — Central Regional 
@ Baton Rouge 
April 15- NCAA Charedandiina 
April 17 @ Corvallis, Oregon 


All times central 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date MEET 
dan. 16 Saluki Invitational 
@ Carbondale, Ill. 
dan. 23 Arkansas State Invitational 
@ spe igen Ark 
dan. 30 r 4 ca 
@ Eaton 
Feb. 5 Gator Phase 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 7 Mobile | Invitational 
@ Fairfax, Va. 
Feb. 12-13 —_ Husker Invitational 
@ Lincoln, Neb. 
Feb. 13 Middle Tennessee Invit. 
@ Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
Feb, 27-28 | SEC Championships 
@ Baton Rouge, La. 
March 6 Last Chance Invitational 


@ Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
March 12-13 a Championships 


New Orleans 


Women’s Indoor Track 


Date MEET 
Jan. 16 Saluki Invitational 
@ Carbondale, Ill. 
Jan. 23 Arkansas State Invitational 
‘@ Jonesboro, Ark. 
Jan, 30 Purple Tiger ae 
@ Baton 
Feb. 5 Gator Classics 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb, 7 pee I ke iain 
la 
Feb. 12-13 Pucker Invitational 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Feb. 13 Middle Tennessee Invit. 
@ Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
Feb. 27-28 | SEC Championships 
@ Baton Rouge, La. 
March 6 Last Chance Invitational 


@ Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
March 12-13. NCAA Championships 
@ New Orleans 
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A passion for 
printing. Your way. 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won't rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You’ll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


ee & 2 EBSCO MEDIA 
801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 
(205) 323-1508 = s==: <! 

ou: 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


¢ Full color magazines 
with features on the stars 
and stars-to-be 
¢ Newsletters with the 
story behind the story 
of each football game 
¢ The best in recruiting 
information 
¢ The Alabama tradition 
remembered 
* Coverage of all 
Crimson Tide sports 
PLEASE SEND ME 
ONE YEAR (24 ISSUES) 
OF ’BAMA 
FOR ONLY $35.00 
10 Magazines August-May 


14 Newsletters 
GREAT GIFT IDEA! 


Dar > nes cet 
Total amount enclosed for subscriptions. 
| Alabama residents add $2.00 sales tax each subscription 
|___ Payment Enclosed __ MasterCard ___ Visa 


{Bank Card # Exp. Date 


Make check payable to: »pama Magazine 
P.O. Box 6104 
1300 Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 


ee | 


Sorte 

(PLEASE PRINT 
TO: 
Name | 
a ear H 
jAddress Phone 
ICity State zp «| 
Hy i 
‘GIFT TO 
! Name 
a eee 
pctirese Phone | 
| 
ICity State ZIP | 
Hy 

iGIFT FROM i 
Name H 
eee ee 
(Address Phone | 
| | 
iCity State ZIP | 
| 
H H 
H H 
H 1 


“BRINGING BACK THE GLORY” 


A Limited Edition Fine Art Lithograph Print by Tony Perkins 


THIS PHOTO WAS TAKEN FROM THE UNFINISHED ORIGINAL STILL IN PROGRESS. 
IMAGE SIZE: 18 1/4” X 23 1/2" 
©1992 MARK MCBRIDE & ASSOCIATES 


NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR “BRINGING BACK THE GLORY” 


The new 1992 print on Coach Gene Stallings. . . 
Order now before print sells out! 
— STRICTLY LIMITED TO 2,700 SIGNED AND NUMBERED PRINTS — 


* Regular edition is signed and numbered by the artist (1700 prints). 
* Signature edition is signed and numbered by the artist and Coach Stallings (500 prints). 


¢ Artist Proof edition is signed and numbered by the artist and Coach Stallings and numbered as 
a special collectable proof (300 prints). 


* Deluxe edition is signed and numbered by the artist and Coach Stallings, remarked with an original 
drawing by the artist, and numbered as a special collectable edition with the lowest number in the 
2700 print series (200 prints). 


| REGULAR EDITION ......... UNFRAMED ......... $95 QTY S PLEASE FIND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ENCLOSED | 
FOR THE TOTAL AMOUNT. 
| FRAMED |... $220... QTY $ Perot. Mis ch. ok | 
PLEASE CHARGE THE TOTAL TO... 
| SIGNATURE EDITION... UNFRAMED........$200 .... QTY $ MC VISA AMEX | 
| FRAMED ...,...0-.-. $325 .... QTY $ | 
| ARTIST PROOF oc...  UNFRAMED....... $300 .... QTY $ CARD # Exp | 
FRAMED ......00--- 9425... QTY $ 
| DELUXE EDITION ............  UNFRAMED....... $400... QTY $ SIGNATURE | 
| FRAMED ...........- 9525 .... QTY $ Snip To: NAME | 
| ALABAMA RESIDENCE ADD 896 TAX ...cscscsosessssscssssensssssnnsenseseees = $ Appress (NO P.O. BOX) | 
| PLEASE ADD $6.00 SHIPPING FOR UNFRAMED PRINTS ....0.:00s0s000 $$ C*dT:«s Cot, Sraatee, Zip | 
| PLEASE ADD $10.00 SHIPPING FOR FRAMED PRINTS 4.000000. S| PHONE | 
ih TORAL incase: —————————— | 


This print is published, distributed, and marketed by Mark McBride & Associates in association with MAC Publishing, Design One, 
and The Downtown Gallery ¢ 2111 University Blvd. * Tuscaloosa, AL 35402 
(205) 349-8588 (205) 752-6222 


as 


Order today, this highly collectable University 
of Alabama Centennial Watch by Hamilton 
Watch Company. Three exceptional watches 
to choose in Men’s or Women’s Styles with 
leather band or expansion bracelet. 


Your Centennial Collectable Watch has: 


Be One of 9200 Exclusive Owners of These Limited Edition Watches 


Ladies’ 


Git. Sate 


' a 


Total Quantity 

Men's Leather Expansion 

| Ladies’ Leather Expansion 

| FC ALL LETT! 1* Total Quantity 
Jersey No. ___ Yrs. Lettered__ U) Leather DJ Expansion 

Total Quantity___ 

Men's Leather Expansion 

Leather Expansion ___ 


ENCLOSED: (1) Check O Money Order 
Make payable to: RPI Collectables 
CHARGE: (Total Amount Due: $199.95 plus $5.00 S & H and 
Alabama sales tax of 7% if resident) 
OO Visa © Mastercard © DiscoverCard OO AmEx 


| Card Number______+_____—_ Exp. Date 
| Card Holder Sipriet tye 
| Ship to: (Please print, must list street address for UPS delivery) 
Name 
Address 
Zip 


*Football Letterman orders should be sent to your letterman club for 
club support fund projects 
Please allow 8 weeks delivery. Each watch is custom made. 


